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ing though it was in the 
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9 ſummer ſeaſon—two gentle- 
kV men well mounted, and at- 
tended by a ſervant, rode up to a pub- 
lic houſe on the Cheſter road, which the 


owner had dignified with the name of 


inn: and indeed it might have, perhaps, 


in former days, merited that appella- 


tion: but, as the houſes for the recep-, 
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2 The LOCKET. 


| done bf travellers: make an appearance 


in fbis age very different from that in 
the aft, no body except its raſter would 


FF * 3 i of Vo, x; 


When his new gueſts entered the yard, 
Mr. Thomas Taps bolted out of his 
bar-room, and very afliduouſly offered 
to aſſiſt them in diſmounting, but as 
they were both young and active, they 
ſprung from their horſes in a moment, 

and after having ordered them to be 
taken all poſſible care of, were con- 
ducted into the n Nn 
by ener u 4 — 40 th a 


2 75 
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When our two rellen had * 
the beſt ſupper Which the houſe afforded, 
the elder of them, whoſe name was Re- 
vel, ſeeing ſomething in mine hoſt which 
promiſed, he thought, ſome amuſement, 
aſked his pee Mr. Bonfoy, if 
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they ſhould ſend for him to partake of 
th arch _ — ordered. 

A * 74s 8 
As you pleats onpiled Bonfoy; ; but 
0 1 think there is, commonly, a ſame- 
“ neſs of humour in your inn-keepers, 
which is rather tireſome than enter- 
F taining: the very brighteſt of them 
are, in my n e ſtu- 
cc * 22 
7 That | is. to ſay, my 9 Charles, 
oy their, humour i is not. to your. taſte:, for 
mn once, however, we,may put up with 
« my landlord's coarſeſt jokes, pro- 
% vided he has any uſeful intelligence 
4 to communicate. Beſides, it is quite 
* neceſſary for you to know if you have 
<« not given up the proſecution of your 
plan, what houſes there are in this 
e county, Wo lives in them, and who 
. < have-anyito diſpoſe of. Now we will 

L try to. get this. information at leaſt : 
01 B 2 | ih, and 
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4 The LOCK E'T. 
< and that we may find out what 'we 
« do want, we ſhall not act like bad 
« politicians, by enquiring after what 
« we do not want. Here landlord, 
4 continued he, raiſing his voice, if you 
are not buſy, fit down, and give us a 
<< little hiſtory of the families round 
about you, as we are firangers to this 
part of the country.“ | 


0 That J can readily do, Sir, an- 
« fwered he, bringing a chair, as I have 
lived in this village, man and boy, 
« theſe five and forty years.” +56 


| « The . man in dhe py 
1 | for our purpoſe, replied Revel, fil- 


1 | ; ling his glaſs.” ; 141524 te 1 
= An Taye: heck e e 0 
| ö | his lips, a man appeared at the door of 
"= .the room, and bawled out to him not 
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The L OCREKIE T. 3 
to forget to bring the young woman 
early in the morning before his worſhip, 
as the overſeers of the poor would make 
her ſwear the child to a father who was 
able to keep it; adding, that they could 
not, and would not take the charge of 
any more baſtards upon them. 


Taps replied, haftily, that he would 
remember the buſineſs, and then, draw- 
ing his chair once more to the table, ſaid 

—* You muſt know, gemmen, that I 
« am conſtable of this here pariſh, and 
* am obliged to carry a girt before his 
« worſhip, maſter Juſtice Singleton, to- 


« . Morrow, to ſwear a child.” 


— 
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_ - * You make it a practice then, ſaid 
*© Revel, interrupting him, to fix upon 


any man in good circumſtances, tho 


4 innocent of the fact, rather than the 
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6 The bock E T. 
4 real father of the child, ſhould he 


be” uu to be poor; do . 


„ Why really, Sir, anſwered Taps, 
ce that's all chance work: to be ſure it 


A ould be beſt for the girl, as well as 


« for us, to find out a father in good 
< circumſtances, but that muſt be left 
to her, and for my part, to tell you a 
<« bit of my mind -I don't believe, be- 

s tween you and I— that the child n 
1 « be ſwore at all.” 


_— What? IP the esch ſhy ? ſaid Re- 


© vel: is ſhe aſhamed to come to con- 


« feſſion? or is ſhe ſo honeſt, that know- 
<« ing ſhe had her ſhare of the miſchief, 
« which could not have been done with- 
out her permiſſion, ſhe is ſorry to 


bring him to puniſhment who has 


done his buſineſs ſo well.” | 
| „Neither 


The L OC EK E T. 5 


« Neither one nor t'other is the thing, 
« ſaid Taps; the girl is neither aſhamed 
« nor afraid of ' ſpeaking before any 
body; but our juſtice is ſuch a deadly 
« odd ſort of a man, that he cannot abide 
to do any buſineſs, d'ye ſee, whete a 
A woman is conſarned.” 


%s 


1 * then he is married, fait 
* Revel® “ 

"8 No; . my landlord, that" 1 
4 not it neither, tho* to be ſure matri- 
e mony gives ſome men a great diſlike 
„ to women, as I can make bold to ſay 
upon experience; but tho' his wor- 
<« ſhip Singleton was never married in 
all his born days, yet he has a won- 
* derxful antipaty to all woman kind; 
in ſo much, that he can ſcarcely bear 
« them in his ſight; and except ma- 
dam Grace, his worſhip's fiſter, I don't 
- B 4 believe 
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believe he has looked a woman in the 
* face theſe OY years.” 


by 1 odd character this ſaĩd Bonfoy.” 


: "bo my life, ſaid Revel, who keeps a girl 


« ſnug in a corner, and affects an aver- 


* ſion to the whole ſex, on purpoſe to 
hide his fornication, and make people 


e believe he is better than his neigh- 
* bours, — I warrant now, he has got a 
* handſome houſe maid alſo, to warm 
his bed in winter, and cool it in 
% ſummer.” ? 


© No ſuch I aſſure you, anſwered 
4 Taps. Tou know nothing of the 
matter, ſir; why he is famous for 
„collecting all the ugly wenches to- 
« gether in the county; it is not what 
6 ne can do which * them a place 
| 8 at 


Fhe L. OC K E F. 3 
at the hall, nor how they behaved in 
the laſt family: it they are deformed, 

and ill- looking, that is recommenda- 
e tion enough Why now, there is the 
« cook is hump- baeked; the houſe- maid. 
ce has but one eye, and the dairy- maid 
« has one leg ſhorter than the other: 
5 and as for madam Grace's on maid, 
« ſhe is as red-haired as a fox, as freck-- 
e led as a toad, and W like a de- 


ce vil.“ 29 


Here Revel and Bonfoy were, both, 
unable to refrain from laughing aloud: 
the former ſaid J ſuppoſe madanm 
% Grace is remarkably homely alſo, and 
therefore, cannot bear the appearance 
1 a woman ha than hers" 
6 ſelf.“ „3 „„ f 


No, indeed. 
<* comely woman for her time of day; 


_Bg =. 


Madam's a very. 


to The L O 0 K E. 1. 


< and the ſquire is a very proper man, 
< only he has ſuch a down look when 
cr any woman comes in his fight. Why 
now there's my wife, gemmen, and 
* ſhe is as plain a piece as a man need 
« wiſh to be laid by the ſide of, though 


the woman's a good Kind of a woman 


in her way: I don't ſay this out of 
any diſparagement; but when le has 


* ſometimes been ſent for by madam, 


<« who loves tb know what is going for- 
ward, and has happened to meet the 
ſquire, he either goes back or turns 
© his head aſide that he YEP not ob her 


<< face.“ 


If your wife is ſo plain as you ſay 
« ſhe is, ſaid Revel, I do not wonder 
at Mr. Singleton's turning his head 
 «* aſide when he fees her, but I dare 
« {wear if a fine girl was to come in his 


« way, he would behave quite in an- 
cc other manner.“ 


* Not 
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Not he indeed, Sir — He has had: 
ec this verſon to women time out: of 
4 mind, and though. ſquire Tofts's: 
daughter, who is reckoned the biggeſt 
beauty in the county, and has even 
e had folks from London die for love,, 
« viſits, madam Grace, yet his worſhip- 
can never be perſuaded. to come into: 
60 * the room. whey ther 1$. KIN 
| Rebel, a had a very - high. 5 reli: 
for a character, winked to Bonfoy, at 


Tap's language, of which he deſired 


ſome explanation, by aſking him mhether: 
miſs Tofts was the largeſt woman in the 
county, or one of the handfomeſt... 1 oh 


ought 
2 «The aber the is, ad Hbdfor,: ſhe 
* muſt certainly be the bigger beauty 


+* But the juſtice, perhaps, having 


formerly made his addreſſes: ta ber. 


12 The L O C K E T. 


and found her cruel, may not care to 
0 truſt LY with her _—_ . 


7 
41 


4 


Lord, Sir! 4rd iPaly he "A hich 
„ {9 little of her, that I'll venture my 

< beſt horſe Vbhiſty, againſt the ſquire's 
Wall eyed Bob-tail, chat he does not 
« know whether her face is black or 
« white: though her ſkin is as clear as 
« chriſtial, and her eyes nn like 
ſtars in a froſty 2 wtl f 


« Ay? replied Nen ſpeak 


nas if you was no woman-hater, what- 
« eyer this ſtrange fellow may be—but 
cannot you contrive to let us be pre- 
« ſent at the examination to-morrow ? 
It will be altogether a high ſcene, I 
« fancy, and quite a new one to us. 
« Beſides, I have an unſurmountable 
* curioſity to ſee your juſtice,” | 


Oh, 


— ———ä4qk . cha — — — 
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* Oh, for that matter, anſwered Taps, 
Ss 1 can carry you to the ball at any 
<« time, for he is à very hoſpitable, civil 
<« gentleman as can be to man, but he 
00 vill not admit a woman into his houſe 
e upon any account, except thoſe who 
00 e come to madam, and were it not for 
„ her, he would be md dandy 21 * 
1 Mad OR.” 7 

4 1 ſuprioſe he foes his alters com- 
<« pany, ſaid Bonfoy, who began to 
e grow a little curious about this ſin- 
<« pular character, as well as his friend.“ 


None—if he can help it, cried Bo- 
ce niface; and then he neither looks at 
them, 1 nor en to them. 


«c Well I muſt ſe bing however, faid 
« Revel, and upon the bench in his 
* * character.“ 


« 1 


* e 


CGR vir u-̃ 


E * © 24 | _ * * V * 
———ĩ —MM— — 


2 
—— — — e———_ 


— 


14 The LOCK E x. : 
18 As to that, I cannot tell how L ſhall - 


& manage it, ſaid Tofts, for he wil 


% make a thouſand excuſes” before he 


4 will ſee us at all, that · is, with our 


t baggage muſter; without her, I make 
„no doubt but we ſhall be welcome, 
for he is the beſt ſort of man in the 
<. world when there is no woman in the 


% way. It was but t'other day, that 


« Doll Trapes had a warrant againſt 
% Gooddy Clapper, who had called her 
< whore, and I was forced to carry her 
&« before him; boſume ver, when we gor 
eto the hall, he ſent word out by hrs 
& clerk that he was ſick, and could not 
« ſpeak to any body: and ſo Mr. Gooſe- 
« quil, who is a very civil kind of a 
« young man, and his ſteward: into. the 
„ bargain, would have perſuaded them 
to ſhake hands, and make up matters 
between them, and not diſturb any 


people about their nonſenſe, eſpeci- 


&« ally as his worſhip was not well; but 
K you 


The L OC K ET. 15 
* you Know, Sir, there is no making 
80 women lead or drive ſometimes, tho? 

« at other times, they = AS ealily 

64. 05810 as a piece of dough. h. And 10 
« as we could not ſatisfy 28 I was 
« obliged to take them before Juſtice 
” Laſher, who i is to the full AS ſevere 
«as his worſhip Singleton is mild, — 
| 0 E, cod, he committed chem both in a a 
* 818 one for being a whore, and 


1 other for calling her ſo.” ee + 


"* - 


'F p_ Cf to £33. £1 v4 W's 50 8 T&EfRT 2 | «1 
Juſt at that moment one of the over- 
ſeers of the poor ſtepped into the houſe, 


and calling for. Taps, told him, that 


croſs-eyed Bett had been making a 
d ble noiſe at farmer Crop? 85 to t 
him to marry her, and threate! ning t to 
ſwear her child to him to mof row, let 
what would come of it; adding, he was 
ſo aſhamed of her making ſuch a riot 
before his mother and ſiſters, that be 
turned her out of the gate by the head 

and 
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and ſhoulders.—*<* Now this, continued 
« he, put her into ſuch a mortal paſſion, 


cc that ſhe would ſwear to night, if ſo be 


00 as how we could come at the böght of 
4 © his worſhip.” HO 

Taps told him, that i it would be ſoon 
enough, in. the morning then fitting, 


down , with his gueſts, he acquainted, 


them with, the ſecret hiſtory of the whole, 
pariſh; part of which was tolerably di- 
verting: and the other ſo exceedingly 
dull, that Bonfoy began to yawn and 
keck. , 


' Revel, TY upon his friend's yawns 
and ſtretchings, as ſignals for retiring, 
rofe; and told the landlord that he, 
hoped his beds were La 


40 4 i=, FILE they are, lien he, and 


10 the ſheets are ſweet and clean, e 


home ſpun.“ 
With 


The LO C k E T. ty 
With theſe words he wiſhed them a 
good night, and returned to ann : 
in the wird | | 


- In hs morning h ws friend were 
up betimes, and expreſſed the greateſt 
_ eagerneſs to have a ſight of Singleton, 
telling Taps that they were ready to 

attend the juſtice-buſineſs, and that they® 
would, rather than loſe the diverſion, 
willingly 90 without their 3 


* Why, gemmen, Bl Taps, 1 have 
„been thinking that it will be better 
to introduce you firſt to his worſhip, 
and then, while you are _ to — 
" * upon him at once.“ 


„ Well planned, friend T aps, re- 
< plied Revel; let's my men.” 
Mine hoſt, W who 5 4 


were * no means ſhy of ſpending their 
. | money 
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money, and who knew that when they's 
once got to the hall, their return from 
it would be very uncertain, contrived 
one delay after another till the breakfaſt . 
had been ſent in and demoliſhed. He 
then told them that he was Le. 0 


your on 3 


* 


— It was a e walk to the ball, * 2 
conſiderable part of it lay through the 


owners grounds, which were kept in | 
the greateſt order imaginable, and laid - 


out with an elegant ſimplicity. - The - . 


whole appearance around them, in ſhort, - 
gave the young travellers a high opinion 

of Mr. Singleton's underſtanding, e con- 
trivance, and taſte. 12 


Upon their arrival at the Hall, a plain, 
neat, convenient edifice, and furniſned 


with every thing to make it a chearfu}, - 


comfortable habitation, Taps told the - 


ſervant who came to the door to know 


their 


The 717 0 COKET., If 


their buſineſs, that he had brought a 
couple of gentlemen, wh: had Nept at 


his houſe the night before, wo take a view 
of the houſe and e rege as mer 

The ſervant, in Meinte of this 
information, deſired the gentlemen to 
walk in, adding, that he world acquaint 


oo ww o 


his maſter immediately i ig. ings . 


* 
. 
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Mr. Singleton very ſoon appeared, i in 
order to receive them; andche behaved 
to them with the utmoſt politeneſs; TIO 


all the external ns of 5 * 


Nr. Singleton Was a tall i 
man; he ſeemed to be ſomewhat turned 
of forty; but he was, in fact, pretty 
hear fifty: he Had ved a very tempe- 


rate life, and therefore looked much 


younger than he Was. He had a grave, 


manly countenance; à pleaſing voice 


and 
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and addreſs. His cloaths were plain, 
but they were not formal nor old fa- 
ſnioned. His head had a modern ap- 
pearance as he wore his own hair, which 
grew thick, and was not of a diſagree- 
able colour, but he did not modernize 
it in the dreſſing, by elub, queue, or 
bag. He ſuffered it to wave over his 
forchead very much i in a ſtate of nature, 
and it gave no ungraceful air to his 


countenance, while it threw a perſonal 


naivete. over his whole, figure. With 


that naives, the gentleman: and the man 


of ſenſe were happily, blended, ſo that 
he was, at. firſt ſight, a prepoſſeſſing o ob- 
ject to people who had the leaſt diſcern - 
ment: and as our travellers were par- 
ticulariy diſcerning, when a charalter 
came in their way, they received Mr, 
Singleton O civilities i in a manner which 
obliged him to repeat them, and to re- 
turn them he was equally led by the 


amp of his inclination, and the g99d- 


; * neſs 


1211 


proper apologies for the liberty they had 
taken. — Revel, wh6 was the principal 
ſpeaker, ſaid, that as they were upon a 
tour through the weſt; in order to ſee 
every thing worthy of obſervation, they 
could not paſs Singleton-hall, without 
deſiring leave to pay their reſpects to 
him—In ſhort, they ſoon talked them- 
ſelves into a good opinion of each other. 
Singleton, though by no means forward 
in making new aoh(latnrance; ſaw ſome- 


him; he, therefore, accompanied them 
in a walk about his grounds, and re- 
ceived an unuſual fatisfa&ion from the 
encomiums he heard upon his laying 
them out. After ſome converſation 


were in, Revel gave a hint, that his 
companion wiſhed to ſecure a little re- 


Singleton then ſeemed to feel additional 
pleaſure: 


The IL O C K E T. 21 
neſs of his heart They, alſo, made 


thing in Revel and Bonfoy which pleaſed 


relating to the part of the country they 


treat in a pleaſant rural ſituation; Mr. 


aa The I. 0 C K Ex. 


Pleaſure: | he not only invited his young 
companions to dine with him, but in- 
ſiſted upon it; adding, that he wWas 
afraid they were poorly accommodated 

at Taps's, b *, en he was 
an hong FR dts 


.# cd when, hw tie travellers; had 
| 3 of Mr. Singleton's invitation, 


—ä —ů - 
— — CE 


| with that ſort of reluctance which gene- 

! rally produces the, renewal of a requeſt, 

| a ſervant came to let him know that the 

| conſtable had brought a woman to ſwear 

| ade _ 
bel 


„On Ae ſudden _ acid. [ar 
lian; he changed colour immediately: 
he looked pale and red, by turns; his 
eyes were ſtretched into an unmeaning 
ſtare; his knees treit bled; and he diſ- 

covered the ſtrongeſt marks of horror 
in his Whole perſon. He opened his 
mouth two or three times, but cloſed 
3 It 
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it again, without ſpeaking a ſyllable; 
appearing, indeed, to be quite bereft A 


the powers of utteranee. roy 


Bonfoy, who ſaw, 4 K br his 
diſtreſs, from the natural benevolence 
of his diſpoſition, which he could in no 
way account for, thought he had been 
ſeized with an epilepſy; and offered him 
his arm to ſupport him: to the houſe, to 
which he ſtaggered without articulating 


2 ſingle word. So much was he affected 


by the information he had received, and 
by imagining the ſcene to which he was 
ſummoned, that his whole frame ſhook ; 
and he could ſcarce ſet one foot before 
the other. 


When his arrived at the hall, at laſt, 
with much difficulty, he quitted the 
friendly arm which had aſſiſted him, and 


threw himſelf into the magiſterial chazr, 


without once looking at the crowd aſ- 
ſembled 
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upon his hand, he turned hi back upon 


every one preſent. : ; rat 71 


While thevofficer * waiting opened 


his harangue with all the embelliſh- 
ments of ſtyle in his power, and entered 


minutely into the buſineſs which en- 
gaged his attention, Mr. Singleton was 
obſerved to ſtart ſeveral times, and to 


draw up his legs, as if tortured with the 
cramp. — He writhed his body, fetched 
deep ſighs, and once, when he removed 
his hand from his eyes, only for a mo- 


ment, they eee a e if 


he had been weeping. 


So ſtrange a carriage in a man of bis 


underſtanding and years, and in his ſta- 
tion, appeared both aſtoniſhing, abſurd, 
and entirely unaccountable. Totally 


Maia wy of . . character to be 
| _ repreſented 


Q Q A » ) 


The LOXX EAT. 25 


repreſented by him, he was, really, at the 


ſame cans; an _ of ener 0 


While he ſat in this agonizing fire | 
tion, a perſon came hurrying into the 
room, and ſaid ſomething to the woman 
with her big belly, a coarſe ſtrapping 
wench, in a whiſper.— The wench, who 


ſeemed not to be under the leaſt concern 


for what had happened, or for what might 


happen, declared, upon the departure of 


ſne had got a father to provide for her 
child; ſhe alſo declared, however, that. 


ſhe would not mention his name 


As TEA | 
£44 g - FTE? _ {44 SITE 75 


In latinas of this declaration, 
Mr. Singleton ſhook all over, as if he 
was in an ague fit —When he came a 
little to himfelf, he bade them, in faul- 


tring, but hurrying accents, take the 


woman away. Finding that he was not 
obeyed, he repeated his commands. 
Vor, I, C The 
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The nn then interpoſing, ſaid, 
with great humility, that he imagined his 
worſhip would think it proper for the 
Pariſh to have ſome ſecurity, that neither 
the mother nor her child hows be hue- 
thenſome to it. 


Hers the juſtice gave a 7 


and appeared ready to faint.— The wo- 


man then declaring that ſhe had received 
money enough both for her own, and 
her child's ſupport, deſired his worſhip 


to let her go home; he had juſt ſtrength 


ſign to Taps. When he had thus fi- 
niſned the great buſineſs of the morn- 


ing, he left the room, and retired to his 


own apartment; from thence he ſent a 


very civil meſſage to Revel and Bonfoy, 
begging them to excuſe him for half an 
hour, and not let the indiſpoſition that 
had ſeized him — which would — he 


hoped—ſoon be over deprive him of 
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the pleaſure of their company at din- 


ner . 


enen 1 8 


be complied with. Had Mr. Single- 


ton, indeed, known the taſte of his gueſts 
and their reliſh for oddities, he would 
not have the lighteſt doubts of their 
readineſs to ſtay with hint, + Wy Ty had 


| ſeen A intle more of hun.” 


1 J 4 9 . (3 


| Rivet, indeed, NED 4 Beet un- 
tured man, had a high reliſn for the ri- 


diculous in any character that came in 
his way, and who would have endured 
many inconveniencies for the enjoyment 
of a humorous character, had, at this 
time, not a few fuſpicions concerning 
the regen — 1 Tegen. himſelf, 
which inſenſ him to be- 
lieve that be Ea re in the child” 
forth⸗Coming: Rig 5 — emotions on 
che fight of the mother, certainly war- 


1 . 


) 


71 
— 


* 9 
ob I * — 
1 wiki. : | Ex 1 F 
« gy, Ay +a — —— — —— nd 8 1 2 ; : - 
— - ou 2 | — ve 8 — * * — — E T 
3 * * 1 — 22 * ag ä . Iv 8 : a „ 
"- * . >> 


_ — ne 2-8 _ 
= hs A. — 
—— — 


* . 
2 — 22 
_ SS 
- 


= 
2 
— — r — 


28 The 1.0, K E 1. 


| ranted ſuch, conjectures. Revyel, there- 


fore, was very unwilling to loſe an op- 
portunity of ſeeing an end to an affair, 
chat from its Gngularicy in forme re- 
ſpects, promiſed him ill more amuſe- 
ment than he had already received from 


| it. 1 12 Try 1 n 1 405 . 
As cs AS ; he was s alone with Bonfoy, 


15 communicated his ſuſpicions, to him, 
relating to Singleton's having a hand in 
the unfortunate accident which had hap- 
pened to croſs-eyed | Bett: he found 
Bonfoy, however, of another opinion, 
who could not believe that Singleton 
was that ſort of man, having diſcovered 
different principles during the ſhort time 
they had been together, nor could he 
imagine that he would have , taken up 
with ſo very coarſe a perſons had he been, 
ever, ſo amoroufly di iſpoſed: a, perſon, 
whoſe behaviour, manners, and. charac- ; 
Th were to oppolite to his on. It 
. 


The L' rr 


6 is Almoſt impolſible to think, added 

«he; that there ſhould ever have been 
« eyell the ant conneftion between 
« an datt ITN is oh 

Tos chi Peck, Revel, he had pretty 
401 Rudied human nature, , replied, 
0 that no rules were to be hid down 
for fuck thitgs, and that they + were, 
w yery frequently, rather accidental, 
« than \Premeditated.” —* No man, in- 


1. deed, of An) taſte, - continued he, 


py ©, 


64 Weds chyſe* ny Kind of rontatt with 


4"Fich# lowbred” wench zs Bert ap- 
* * peared! to be; yet a man particularly 
< modeſt; and uncommonly ſhy, might 


think, perhaps, that he ſtood à bet- 
<rer Re for hot being found but 
+ with hir of this volgar Ming; than 
* with another of a Ng elegant form, 
and delicate Sur Ta 
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Well! there may be. ſomething in 
« what youalay, anſwered Bonfoy but 

<< then, he never, ſurely, could have 
< jeft her, without making a proviſion 
< for her, at leaſt; to prevent her being 
** brought before him, as an object, 
« likely to be burthenſome to the, pa- 
& riſh. Certainly, : a man degrades hin- 
« ſelf full enough in drawing ſuch 8 
e ſcandal upon himſelf; but when by 


his negligence, his dirty amour ber 


comes public, there i is no excuſe to be 
7 * urged for his conduct. The voman 
40 who is thrown. into 10 diſhonourable 
< a ſituation, by a man, . gught, in my 
1 opinion, te engage his particular at- 
< tention z;.that ſhe, may. not. be driven 
« by. Payerty..or ſhame, to deſtray an 
** innocent» child —to 700 e 
e en wo wi i =. 
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While he was ſpeaking the few laſt 
words, Singleton came into the room, 
and having heard them on his entrance, 


was violently affected by them. He 


changed colour again, and trembled to 


ſuch a degree, that had not Bonfoy, a f 
ſecond time, ran to his aſſiſtance, he 


would arrow have Tulle” to che 
prowery pa 


- Revel was now convinced that Mr. 
Singleton was the father of the little 

Iroifible which had been brought before 
him; ſo thoroughly/was he convinced, 
that he would have ſupported his ſulpi⸗ 
cions bs t the nn ans _ . Ferrer 


at ; 


Mr. Sugleted, as Sor as he had re. 


„ from the new agitation 


which Bonfoy's laſt words had thrown 
him, did the honꝰurs of his houſe with 
a benevolence and politenefs, * Which 
could not fail to make him apppear to 
430 117 | 1 5 his 
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his gueſts in a moſt amiable light. He 
now conducted them into the beſt apart- 
ments of his houſe, in which there were 


not a few good pictures. I. cannot, 
added he, ſmiling, ſhew all my pic- 
< tures till after dinner, as ſome of my. 
* beſt: are in my ſiſter's dreſſing-room, 
« where ſhe is, I believe, at this Eur. 


8 making herſelf * to wait on you.“ 


With regard. to his ſiſter's prepara- 


| tions for making her appearance before 


the new, viſitors, Mrs. Singleton was 
not miſtaken. On Mrs. Hannah's 


having informed her, two gentlemen 


from London were to dine at the Hall, 
ſne retited to her toilette earlier than 
uſual, in order to ſet herſelf off to the 


beſt e ee 
> ry * I 


7 . 54k 1 called 
Mrs. Grace Singleton, from her being 
the. en of Mr. Singleton' $ ſiſters, 
zl 8 3 though 
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diough ſome years: Older than Hit mia, 

Had been, in Her day, a celebrated doalt. 
Many people would have imagiried; from: 
the remains of her beauty, that ſhe had 


received, inher time, offers not to be ſlight- | 
ed; ſhe.was, however, in the fifty-ſixth- 


yearof her age; Mrs. Grace Singletenhay-- 
ing Been, im conſequence of her beauty, 
exceedingly Aattered, ſhe fancied that no- 
man who made his addreſſes to her de- 
ſerved the honour: of her hand. She: 
therefore continued rejecting and rejcct. 


ing, without ever confidering that. time 


was gradually impairing Fer charms, 


and that ſhe would; in a few years, have 


no charms to excite, © Envy. in wo- 

«© man, or deſire in man.“ By waiting, 
indeed, for the wunexceptionable man, ſne 

became herſelf, exceptionable, when the 
bloom of youth, Which had given a 
glow to her complexion, began to fade, 
and when her eyes loſt their brillfancy.. 


ts 8 her- 


1 time and fretting, the whole turn of”. 
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her face was, at length, altered; 
was no longer the Juvenile plumpneſs 
and. roundneſs in it, which, attracted 
numerous admirers; it became, every 
year leſs and leſs alluring, and the cut- 
ting vexations which ſhe endured, when- 
ever ſhe ſaw a younger and handſamer 
woman than herſelf, ſerved to render it 
doubly forbidding. | By ſecing women 
perpetually growing up round her, with 
perſons ſufficiently handſome to make 
them followed; (not ſo handſome indeed 
as ſhe had been i in her prime, but more 
attractive than ſhe had ever been, by 
the eaſy affability of their behaviour, 
and the goodneſs of their diſpoſitions) 
her temper was ſoured; ſhe was every 
day more and more diſguſting, . and 
at laſt. dwindled by degrees, into a 
mere old maid that is—in the eyes of 
others—in her own. ſhe was ſtill in 
ſpite of the deſertion of the men—a - 
very fine woman, and believed that wth 


perſon 
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Hannah, thinking 
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perſon who did but accidentally caſt a 
lock at her, was thinking of her. She 


ſtill believed too, that ſne ſhould make 


her fortune before ſne died; and that 
nothing might be wanting on. Her part, 
ſhe ſtrove to exhibit herſelf in the beft 

manner ſhe: could - according to: her 
own' ideas of that manner — by calling: 
in the aſſiſtance of dreſs to conceal any 
perſonal deficiencies. Having heard that 
two handſome young Londoners were to- 
dine at the hall, ſhe ſent for her maid. . 


excellent foil to her. 


that ſhe. would be an 


Hannah was 


choſen by her brother, Mr. Singleton, 
entirely on account of the blemiſhes of 
her perſon, which might have retarded 


her advancement in many families. 


She 


was in truth ſo. very homely, that no. 
man who beheld her once, had any any 
nee to Hou at. tet A ED 


time. 


(Whey 
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- W hen Mrs. Hannah made UE ap- 


pearance before her miftreſs, ſhe was 
immediately conſulted by her about the 


choice of a becoming cap. Mrs. Sin- 


gleton began immediately to aſk her 


which cap ſuited her complexion beſt, 
and when ſhe had fixed upon that, which 


ſhe herſelf thought moſt ſuitable to it, 
proceeded to enquire about the young 
ſtrangers “ are they handſome, Han- 


nah,” continued ſhe, examining her 


whole figure in the glaſs with the great- | 


eſt ae. | 


=, 


1 am no Aer of beauty, nod 


replied Hannah, but FW ſeem to be 


very proper men. 


At hos mply; Mrs. yn who . 
uncommonly good humoured as ſoon as 


the heard of the new gueſts, ſmiled, and 


ſaid, © I ſhall be glad to fee whether 


< your idea of a proper man, and mine is 
the 
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the ſame : ſhe then ordered every thing 

to be conducted in the beſt manner poſ- 
ſible, that people from London might 
ſee they knew how to entertain, as well 
as if they had lived there all. their 


days. 


When Mrs. Grace Siighave had 


pinched her ruffles, and ſpread her 


apron, ſhe hurried down ſtairs into the 
dining-room, where ſhe found her bro- 
ther and his viſitors waiting for dinner. 
From thence they were all ſummoned to 
the parlour, ſoon after ſhe had paid her 
compliments to Revel and Bonfoy, with 
the appearance of the latter ſhe was par- 
ticularly pleaſed, and was treated by 
them both, eſpecially by Reveh, with 
the profoundeſt regard, as ſhe was the 
ſiſter of Mr. Singleton, a character 
which he, by every art in his power, ex- 
cited her to keep up to the very height: 
He Pied her with complimentary 

thats | 
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ſpeeches upon her perſon and accom- 
pliſhment, which would have been 
thought nauſeouſly fulſome by a girl 
of fifteen, but /e ſwallowed them with 
avidity, not having heard ſuch ſpeeches 
ſince five-and- twenty; and ſhe began 
to imagine that ſhe was grown young 
again, and that ſhe had certainly made 
a. conqueſt of Revel; and as the per- 
verſeneſs by which ſhe was diſtinguiſhed. 
in her youthful days, increaſed with her 
adyancing years, ſhe took it into her head 
to fix upon Bonfoy, as the man whom 
ſne ſhould chuſe to encourage; at the 
ſame time {he wiſhed to declare how ex- 
ceedingly ſhe pitied Revel, for the little 
hopes he had of meeting with a return 
of his paſſion. She was, however, ex- 
tremely civil to them both, but ſhe diſ-: 
tinguiſned Bonfoy by loading his plate 
with every delicacy upon the table, and 
drinking to him continually in the old 
faſhioned way; a ceremony which kept 


him 


* 


— 
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him ſo conſtantly employed, as het thought 
himfelf in duty bound to return it, that 
he had hardly any leiſure to enjoy the 
good things ſne heaped upon him. He 


was alſo ſo much taken with the naiveté 


of Singleton, that he could ſcarce at- 


tend to his ſiſter, whom Revel deter- 


mined to attack himſelf, as well for 
amuſement, as to draw her off from his 
friend, perceiving that ſhe began to be 
very troubleſome to him. With this 
conſiderate deſign, he therefore fell in 
with her humour, and threw out ſome 
broad hints that he had feen few women 
handſomer chan ſhe was, He could not 
have taken a ſurer way to pleaſe her. He 


alſo went ſo far as to wonder at the ſtu- 


pidity of the men who could let ſo fine 
a woman rerinain ſingle. | 


[Vion this laſt extravagant compli- 
ment, Mrs. Singleton, drawing up her 


head to an unuſual height, ſaid, with 
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the moſt languiſhing ſimper, that the: 


men had by no means been to blame 
It was all my own fault, continued 


« ſhe; I Was teized by the whole ſex to 
« ſuch. a degree, that I conceived an 


* averſion to all men till now - but 


« now L think, I, ſee ſome —caſting a 


<< particular look at;Bonfoy--who would; 


6 be more agrecable to me, than any oe 
6 * my. former. admirers were.“ 


Revel, 1 enjoyed this opening of 
her partiality to Bonfoy, winked at him, 


and trod on his fert, ſeveral times, unf 
der the table; and made a thouſand fgns 


for him to puſh his fortune with the 
lady, but all to no purpoſe. Bonfoy 


ſtill. perfiſted. i in endeavouring to enter. 


tain Mr. Singleton, who appeared to be 
very much pleaſed with bim aud his 


converſation; ſo that, indeed, they both 


paid little attention to Mrs. Grace and 


Revel. As for Mrs. ET ſhe was 
| quite.” 
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quite happy in meeting with a new 
perſon to make acquainted with the 


hiſtory of her admirers; an hiſtory, 


which ſhe had repeated fo often, that 


even poor Hannah was abſolutely weary 
of liſtening to it; and had more than 
once fallen aſleep during the moſt inte- 
reſting parts of her narrative. Juſt 
when ſhe was in the middle of a de- 


ſcription of her firſt lover, and with a 


ſigh, lamenting the deplorable ſituation 


to which her cruel refuſal had reduced 
him, ſhe ſtopped, looked full at Revel, 
and then ſaid “ Really, Sir, he was a 


0 very pretty gentleman, in every ſenſe 


of the word. But you know, add- 
e ed ſhe, immediately, that no woman 
c of delicacy would like to accept of 
* the very firſt offer; tis like buying 
the firſt piece of ſilk that is ſfiewn 


CC for a gown; tis; in ſhort, having no 


« choice at/all ;** — and when people 
* have toletable perſons ta0=hem = 
a « The 
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The old. and; ugly can but take up 


<, with what comes firſt, leſt they ſhould 
% never receivea ſecond propoſal. Where 


*. there is birth and beauty together, 5 


people have a right to expect ſome- 


* <« thing equal: o them in return. Be- 


1 ſides, When we determine in ſuch a 
Fhurry, ve ſhall, moſt probably, ac- 
cording to the old proverb, (as true 


, A; it is old) have ſufficient leiſure to 


rxepent; and for my own part, I was 
& always ſb much afraid of changing 
Imp mind, and of liking ſome body 


* married, that I really could not bring 
< 'myſelf to accept of the firſt offer 
e e 1 n 55 33 


— 


1 3 


Det! Tai this late: uche Revel, . a 
pr ofound ſubmiſſion, replied True, 
% madam; your opinion is perfectly 

£zuſt,”.. She, then entered upon her ſe- 
. n Was, ſhe declared, 
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in every reſpect, ſo far inferior to her 
firſt, that the difference yras too immenſe 
to permit her to think of it. I then, 
added ſhe, waited' impatiently for a 
third and began to 3 it in 270 
moſt circumſtafitial manner. 


* — 4 ts $ . 
'$ N i 31 


8 though, naturally of a * 
lively TEMPers:! and a great; talker, Vas 
an attentive" and patient hearer, while 
Mrg. Grace gave him a minute. detail of 
her conqueſts. Many a man, . full as 
goed as Mr., Reyel was,] has found his 
account in patient isaring, and he might, 
probably, have benefited! by his cloſe 
attention, ; had Mis. Grace been farther 
advanced in life, ar in; a declining ſtate 
of health. Her bloom, indeed, was 
gone, but ſhe was notʒ by any means, 
(apparently) in danger of immediate 
death. Revel, therefore, ſtood no chance 
for a legacy. However, as he gould 
not get rid of * he 1 on. She 
uon VT ?? | now 


* . 
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now begun the klſtory of her third lo 


ver. rejected vm, luid he, becauſe 
* F'ovetheard"'thim one day, declare, 
« when he thought I was. at a greater 
« diſtance than I was, that I fhould be 
« a very fine Woman, if my! eye-brows 
e were thicker and broader. For this 
"ſpeech of his, I thought'T had'a ver 

ﬆ fubſtantiap reaſon to diſcard him, "> 


mah Who could make ſuch a Fpecch 


* before watriage, would cerrainly have 


* mide: BIN mote fevere ces“ after. 


«wards, hiad Icbeen'thie perfelteſt eres 
n bre inf che unbverſe W (AA Row, 
'« Sir,“ concluded ſhe, leaning dorwrd, 
and looking "earneſtly in RevePs face, 
Was F-notirf the right r b3>1ig V2; 


oH, Hold 1 PI dill 


% And would not ou kave done «1 
my + er Ag 10 
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Ju e * had 8 theſe | 
two words, the one-eyed houſe-maid 
ran, into the parlour in a. prodigious 
hurry, and cried, ? oh, dear me! there, 
is the ſaddeſt accident happened: a 
by coach full of ladies is overſet at the 
6c gate, and they ſcream ſo, that all the 
« men are run to help, them, and they 
5 ba me to tell your worſhip, 


C « Where? Where? Laid Revel, eager- 
« Iy — Where? Where? ſaid Bonfoy, 
“not with leſs eagerneſs both riſing 
« briſkly; from their chairs.” -—- The 
former of them, aſked Singleton to ac- 
company them — © Come, Sir, won't. 
« you go. and aſſiſt the 2 in di- 
66 ſtreſs ? 
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Turning, ſuddenly, towards the” 01 
the back. rooms, he anſwered, rather ful- 
n e, ! 4 


oy | . 
. * * * _ 2 2 


The yoink frierids were in a moment 
with the coach, which-lay flat- on. one 
ſide, and found the ſervants beginning x 
to drag the company out. They had ME 
got a very pretty woman __ 15 ; 
— Lack n Of" 


1 1 * * 18 
4 4 of 


ta 
17 13 
9. 8 


«1 hope, * aid * advancing 


"Wks, coroner” cpa POT. ® 575 


i VVV EI. © 

very cordially Arerching out ber 
Baht, the replied, Oh Lord, I don't 

* know, indeed; 1 may be Half killed 
« for anght 1 know; I am fo terrified, 
*] have quite loft my feeling.“ lt ” 

Jan.“ 

« Be not frightened, anſwered 

* Revel, but put yourſelf under n 
_ © CAre, 


ce are, pos ares lan ſoon den re- 
« ſtoreck f /u 15.457 

. ROI VA 2212. ** 
I. Bleſs mehow dens, Mrs. Owen, 
ſaid a lively girl, popping up her head 
at the window immediately afterwards; 
I] am ſure I can feel that my arm r has 
been almotk cruſhed to pieces.” 


A W noiſe was then i 8 
ceeding from the bottom of the coach, 
as the oppoſite window proved to be 
whilſt it lay upon the ground.—In a 
very hoarſe key theſe words were arti- 
culated— What are you about goed 
<« chriſtian women; ſhew a little mercy, 
and do not tread my bowels out.” — 


Mr. Hales mean? He muſt ſhare the 
ſame fate as the reſt in ſuch a misfor- 


„ plaining gentleman, but I have a 
<< great 
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„Oh, lord! cried another, what can 


tune as this; every body muſt have 
< their ſhare.” —* Yes, replied the com- 


* 
—— top 


c great deal more than my ſhare, I thank 
* you; you are all defended in your bo- 
dies, by thoſe ſhields of canvaſs and 
« whalebone, called ſtays; and I have 
<« alſo, had my poor guts almoſt trod to 
&« a jelly by your confounded peg heels. 
«A woman's ſaid to be a helpleſs ani- 
„ mal, but I am ſure I can prove, to 
„my coſt, that they go armed at all 
points; and, though they themſelves 
„% may not intend any harm, every part 
<« of their dreſs has ſomething very ob- 
“ nox10us in it; to ſay nothing of their 


<« eyes and their tongues, which have 
< ruined millions of innocent men, time 


out of mind.“ 


The chearfulneſs of this ly fellow, | 
who, upon ſtepping out of the place of 
confinement, diſcovered a fat, thick, 
ſhort body, and an uncommon archneſs 
in his countenance, encouraged Revel 

to 


poſitively declare, that they would not, 
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to expect a great deal of entertainment 
from any accident. 


Revel, Aang all the terrified ladies 


on any account, get into the coach again 
that they would rather lie in the road 
all night—defired them not to make 
themſelves uneafy. — © You will cer- 
e tainly be welcome at the hall, added 
< he, 'till you can get your carriage re- 
„ paired.” He then offered his arm to 
Mrs. Monſon, to affiſt her in walking 


to it, and the young ladies followed 


their leader to Mr. Singleton? s,—Mr. 
Hales cloſed the rear. 


Mr. Seesen though he had haſtily 
retreated at the ſight of ſo many women, 
found his averſion to the fair-ſex con- 
quered by his humanity, when he re- 
collected that they might be in diſtreſs. 
Moved by compaſſion, therefore, he 
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came out of his library, to which he 


had retired, in order to enquire what 
miſchief had been done, and to ſend 
the ladies any thing that might be ſer- 


viceable to them. 


The moment he entered the parlour 
door, he ſaw Revel, Bonfoy, the ladies, 
and Mr. Hales, under the convoy of 
Mrs. Grace, advancing towards him. 


At the appearance of ſo many women, 
and none of them apparently diſtreſſed: 


| (they were, indeed, particularly chear- 


ful in conſequence of the animating 
ſpeeches which Revel had addreſſed to 
them) he was on the point of going 
back again, but Revel prevented him— 
„Stay my good friend, cried he, and 


L aſſiſt me in adminiſtering ſome conſo- 


<« lation to theſe amiable creatures, who 


e have been almoſt deprived of their 


+ ſenſes, by the accident they have met 
+ with 
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„ with before your houſe. This is Mrs. 


« Monſon, continued he, preſenting the 
lively widow, theſe two young ladies 
c are her friends, and I dare ſay you 
« will afford them every kind of 7 accom- 
* modation 1 in your power.“ 


Singleton, both farpaib and ſhocked 
at the unexpected freedom of this ad- 
dreſs, ſtarted back without caſting a 


ſingle look at either of the ladies, and 


hurried out of the room, muttering, 
that he would leave them to the care 


of his ſiſter. 


80 ſtrange aud ſo unpolite a beha- 
viour, was, at firſt, a matter of aftoniſh- 
ment to the whole group, and to all the 


ladies, Mrs. Monſon excepted: She, 


fancying that there was ſomething more 


in it than mere rudeneſs, as Singleton's 


air and manner had nothing unuſual, 


nothing diſguſting in them, made a very 


F2- | elegang 


m.. 
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n « A 
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elegant apology for intruding upon the 
gentleman, to Mrs. Grace, adding, that 
if ſhe would give them leave, they would 
only ſtay till her ſervants had procured 
another coach; but that if their com- 
pany was in the leaſt troubleſome, ſhe 
and her friends could walk, ſhe believed, 
to the next town. 
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Mrs. Grace replied; I beg, ma- 
«dam, that you and the ladies will give 
e yourſelves no farther uneaſineſs: I 
<< ſhall be extremely glad of your com- 
<< pany, till your own Carriage, or any 
« other to be procured, is ready to re- 3 
<« ceive you. As for my brother, ma- 1 
« dam, continued ſhe, you muſt not 
mind him; he has only got a fit of 
< the ſullens; a diſorder. with which he 
is frequently troubled, and which 
* makes him a very bad companion. 
It is better, therefore, for him to re- 
tire, but I hope you and the ladies, 
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* and this gentleman alſo—bowing to 
Mr. Hales—will do me the honour of 
« ſtaying with me, eſpecially as I am 
„happy in having two gentlemen from 
London (turning to Revel and Bon- 
foy, and bowing to them) ( who are, 


I know, very capable of entertainin 
you, and good natured enough to 4 
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« fiſt me in make the houfe * 


able.“ ö 
When Mrs. Grace had finiſhed her 5 4 
ſpeech, Revel told her that ſhe did him | 0 


and his friend a great deal of honour, 
and that nothing fhould be wanting on 
their ſides. “ J dare ſay, however, i 
„added he, that Mr. Singleton is only | 
« ſtepped into his library upon ſome 

e buſineſs of importance, and that he 
will be with us again preſently.” 
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was in love in his life. 


D GU. 


* Oh, no! Sir;” 
with much ſignificance in her features; 
No, Sir—he will not come near us 
< while theſe ladies are here, I aſſure 
„you. 


never ſeen; but he has a range opi- 


replied Mrs. Grace, 


Not that he can have any par- 
< ticular diſlike to ladies whom he has 


* njon of all womankind, ma' am — con- 


< tinued ſhe, turning to Mrs. Monſon, 
© and the handſomer they are, the more 
he avoids them.“ 


* I ſuppoſe, madam, ſaid Mr. Hales, 
* he has been lighted by ſome beauty, 
* and on her account, ſhuns a ſex which 


© too ſtrongly reminds him of her.“ 


e Ah! no, Sir, anſwered ſhe, he never 


He never was 
particular to any woman, but by be- 


having in a manner particularly rude 


He carries his rudeneſs to 


to them. 
: | % > them, 
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« them, indeed, ſo far, that I can hardly 
ever AP! a maid for him.” 


9 Umph!”—fſaid Halls, with an arch 
twinkle of his eyes at Mrs. Monſon. 
« From his being ill uſed by one wo- 
« man, he is, I imagine, diſpoſed tor be 
1 . on the whole ſex.“ 


5 Lord bleſs me, cried Mts. Grace, 
« raiſing her voice; you quite mifunder- 
e ſtand me; I tell you, that he never 
was uſed ill by any woman at all. He 
« never would have the leaſt connec- 
tion with them. He will not ſuffer 
<< me to hire a maid who is not ugly 
enough to frighten a horſe: he will 
e ſcarce let one come in his ſight: I 
dare ſwear he would not let a maid 


make his bed, for more than I will 


<« ſpeak of.“ 


D 4 « Very 
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« Very likely, madam, replied Hates; 
<< have met with ſuch gentlemen, but 
a they have ſeldom been averſe to a 
« maids making their beds at r 


40 time.“ 


a Here ene] could not keep. his coun- 
tenance any longer; and even Bonfoy's 
ſerious features curled into a ſmile--The 
widow pouted up her mouth, and one 
of the young ladies tittered a little under 
her hat, and began to blow her roſe 
pretty much in order to eſcape obſerva- 
tion. Mrs. Grace went on, endeavour- 
ing to convince Mr, Hales that her bro- 
ther had a rooted averſion to all woman- 
kind, for which ſhe never. could, * 
ſaid, give any reaſon.” 1 

« He has no reaſon to give, I dare ſay, 
% madam”—ſaid Hales. 


cc No 


0 u 2 
4 _ « 4 1 a nt a 3 — W * * re 
c e s 
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- « No reaſon that we might think fa- 
« tisfactory, ſaid Bonfoy, but yet, per- 


. © haps, he may be very well ſatisfied 


MM 


« with it himſelf; for Mr. Singleton is 
« a ſenſible, and I will venture to add 
a worthy man.“ 


„ Fau are 3 ES OY re- 
- plied Mrs. Grace, ſimpering, to ſpeak 
up fo generouſly for my. brother; 
but it is all to purpoſe: However, 
though he has not had any thing to 
* do with women, and though he, as 
« well as I, might have been married 
over and over, we are both ſingle 
* you ſee—and yet I never had an aver- 
* fron to men in my life,” | 


Cc 


* 


\ 


Revel bowed low, and with a nile 
which almoſt amounted to a laugh, ſaid, 
that he would take upon him to thank 
her in the name of the whole ſex. 


D 5 HFales 
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Hales could hardly forbear interrupt- 
ing him, ſo eager was he to tell Mrs. 
Grace that. thoſe men who were not 
married had frequently more to do with 
women than the married ones. 


That may be, replied the lady, but 
my brother is quite another ſort of a 

man; and to convince you that what 

I fay is a fact, when he was quite a 
fine young fellow, ſome years ago— 
my brother has been very handſome, 
and young as well as other people” — 


N « Indiſputably, madam, cned Revel, 
s hugging himſelf with the hopes of a 
«« diverting anecdote.” — | | 


„When he was in the prime of his 
« youth, I Tay, fir, continued Mrs, 
Grace, 1 happened to have a very 
« handſome girl to be my own maid— 
F ſhe 


«c 


bear the ſight of her. I always ob 
ſerved that he looked another way 


whenever the came into the room 


cc 
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ſhe was a modeſt, and an exceedi > 
good ſervant, and yet he could no 


where he was, and at laſt went out of 


it whenever he ſaw her. I thought 
his behaviour very extraordinary, as 
moſt men ran after her on purpoſe to 
catch a glance at her. I aſked him 


one day, if Nanny had done any 


thing to offend him He ſaid 0 
in a great hurry—T then added dont 


you think ſhe is pretty? I never 


minded her, replied he ſhortly.” © In 


a few days afterwards, happening to 


tear his ruffle, in doing ſomething in 
the garden, he came in with it hang- 
ing down—lI called Nanny to come 
and ſtitch it, as there was no time for 


him to change his linen before din- 
ner. He refuſed to have it mended 


for a conſiderable time, I, at laſt, 


+ J- 


however, 


» 
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ꝛ0wever, laughed him into compli- 


ance with my intreaties: but really 
ſir, had you ſeen him under Nancy's 
hands, you would have been aftoniſh- 
ed. He trembled, poor creature, 
like an aſpin leaf, almoſt diſlocated 
his neck in turning his head from her, 
and was altogether in ſuch a flurry 
of ſpirits, that I actually thought he 
would have ſwooned away. In a 
ſhort time afterwards I was obliged 

to diſmiſs the girl, becauſe ſhe was too 

free with the fellows, and my brother 
then inſiſted upon it that I ſhould- 
never take ſuch a handſome ſer- 
vant again: And yet, would you 
believe it, fir, though I always chuſe 
the plaineſt maids I can meet with, 
and enquire very minutely into their 


age and character, there is no curing 


my brother of this inſurmountable 
antipathy to women. Indeed I have 
been deceived in this my precaution. 
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The laſt but one whom I hired, gave 


out that ſhe was five and-forty; yet 


ce 


for all that ſhe had an accident and 


fo J ſent to ſearch the pariſh regiſter, 


as ſhe was born and bred in the next 
town ; and there I found that ſhe was 
no more than ſix-and-thirty—Her 
hair, it ſeems, was turned grey, by 


a fright when ſhe was eighteen, and 
that gave her an old look; though to 


be ſure many inſtances may be pro- 


duced of women near fifty who have 
(4 


brought fine children into the world: 


* So that there is nothing i in age you 


40 


cc 
cc 
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ſee; nor indeed is there any - -faying 
when women will have done child- 
bearing.— This now makes me very 
cautious about the ſervants I hire, 
and I take care to pick out the moſt 


ill- favoured J can meet with. Thus 


you ſee, gentlemen, added ſhe, that 
I have advanced - nothing but the 


; truth.“ 10 


Juſt 


Juſt as ſhe had ſpoken theſe words, 
and juſt as Hales had opened his mouth 
in order to anſwer her, Mr. Singleton, 
who had been endeavouring to get the 
better of a behaviour which was cer- 
tainly inconſiſtent with the good ſenſe 
he was maſter of, came into the room. 
After having apologized for his abſence 
by imputing it to ſome buſineſs that had 
detained him, he ſat down among his 
gueſts, and, with apparent chearfulneſs, 
began to enter into converſation, with- 
out taking the leaſt notice, however, of 
the women round him; though one of 
them, exceedingly pretty, ſat next him. 
Ihe accident of the preceding evening, 
and the preſent weather, were the ſub- 
jects firſt diſcuſſed. — On a ſudden, there 
was a tremendous clap of thunder—- 
The moſt courageous man in the room 
ſtarted ; the women, on hearing another, 
and a louder one, were throvyn into the 
moſt terrible pannic, Mrs. Grace was 

the 


e 


the only lady who diſcovered no timidity 
upon the occaſion. She valued herſelf 
extremely upon her fortitude. Mails 
Aſh, and Miſs Weſt, the two young 
ladies, both fainted ; the former abſo- 
lutely ſunk upon the boſom of Single- 
ton, near whom ſhe ſat; the latter was 
ſupported by Bonfoy, who ran to her 
aſſiſtance. Revel in the mean time, 
flew as eagerly to the fide of Mrs. 
Monſon, who, though ſhe did not actu- 
ally ſwoon, appeared to be conſiderably 
alarmed, Mr. Hales offered his afliſt- 
ance to Mrs. Grace, who, with a ſim- 
per, thanked him for his civility, aſ- 
ſuring him alſo, that ſhe was not apt to 
be frightened. 


While theſe ſeveral couples were ex- 
changing their tokens of kindneſs and 
good-will to each other, Singleton, 
haſtily ſtarting up, threw off Miſs Aſh, 
who had reclined on him, and not only 


Tan 
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ran violently out of the room, but pro- 
ceeded in a very precipatate manner to 
the garden; though it ſtill continued to 

thunder, lighten, and rain, to an un- 
common degree. | 


By this very unexpected movement, 

the lady who had taken him for her pro- 
tector, might have been much hurt, 
and was, undoubtedly, greatly terrified 
at receiving ſuch treatment. To make 
amends for it, Revel offered to divide 
his ſervices between her and the fair wi- 
dow. Raiſing Miſs Aſh up, therefore, 
he placed her on a ſopha, fat down by 
her, threw one arm round her waiſt, : 
and with the other held an Eau de luce 
bottle to her noſe, with which the wi- 
dow, not quite ſo far gone, had furniſh- 
ed him. But his efforts to reſtort her, 
ſeemed to have but little effect; for 
whether the lady's diſorder was height- 
ened by the ſtrange behaviour of Single- 
ton, 
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ton, or whether ſhe really liked her new 
ſituation better, certain it is, that ſhe 
remained, to all appearance, as ſenſeleſs 
in Revel's arms, as if ſne had taken her 
laſt ſleep. | 


| Revel, not a little alarmed, -begged 
Bonfoy, who was buſied with Miſs Weſt, 
to ſeek after Mr. Singleton, and to de- 
fire him to come and help him. 


- Bonfoy was not, juſt at that moment, 
diſpoſed to comply with, his friend's re- 
_ queſt, as he had received. a number of 
thanks from the half-revived Miſs Weſt 
for his aſſiſtance, and a number of apo- 


logies for her fears, delivered in the pre- 


tieſt manner imaginable, with a bluſn- 


ing countenance, and downcaſt eyes, 
he knew not how to leave her. The 


_ diſtreſs of his friend, however, Who 


could not with all his rubbing, preſſing, 
nn and even kiſſing lr fair in- 


ſenſ ible 
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: ſenſible to relate things fairly it. muſt be 
owned that he was very liberal of his 
kiſſes; while he leant his face down cloſe 
to hers to diſcover if there was any life 


in her, not being able to bear the 


thoughts of her being loſt for want of 
all neceſſary applications] prompted him 
at laſt, to go in ſearch of Singleton. 
He found him in the moſt expoſed part 
of the garden, ſtanding with his hands 
ſpread out, and his face fronting the 
üghtning, as if he braved the fury of 
the ſtorm. On feeling Bonfoy's hand 
upon his ſhoulder, he ſtarted from his 
reverie, turned about, and aſked haſtily 
what was the matter. 


What's oe matter? 3 Borifoy, 
why the women are all terrified out of 
their ſenſes, and the poor girl, in par- 
ticular, whom you flung from. your 
arms with ſuch vengeance, is irrecover- 
able from the injury ſhe ſuſtained, both 

in 
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in her perſon and mind from your rough 


treatment, added to what ſhe had lut- 


tered from her fright. 


Singleton, who was, 9 in ſpite 
of all his oddities, one of the moſt bene- 
volent creatures in the world, felt him- 
ſelf much hurt by only hearing that he 
had occaſioned any unhappineſs to an- 


other. He felt, alſo, that he ſhould do 


a conſiderable violence to his inclination 
by returning to the company; but his 
humanity, and natural ſenſibility ſo far 
conquered his averſion to women, that 


he did return with Bonfoy: nay, he 


brought himſelf to addreſs an apology 
to Miſs Aſh, who was then recovered, 


for having left her ſo abruptly; it was 
eaſy to ſee that his apology coſt him a 


good deal; ſhe received it, however, i in 
the moſt gracious manner, and made ad- 
vances towards an intimacy with him: 


but theſe advances were ſo repelling, 


5 0 ; that 
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that he retreated again to the garden. 
There he declared to Bonfoy, who fol- 
lowed him in hopes of prevailing on him 
to return, that he would rather venture 


the being wet to the ſkin, than expoſe 
himſelf to any further attacks of the 


Kind he had met with, 


- "46 Attacks? ſaid Bonfoy—Why ſurely 
c Miſs Aſh could never have behaved 


„ improperly, and before ſo many wit- 
wy erer er” 


« You're quite miſtaken, anfwered 
Singleton; but you are young, and 
© know little of women: you are the 
* happier for your ignorance. — May 
you never experience the miſeries 
< which they are capable of infliting 


< pan thoſe who are too warmly de- 


Tim voted to them.” 


Having 
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| 7 EI ſpoken theſe nic he 
walked away at ſuch a rate, that he 
ſoon out · tripped n 


0 


Bonfoy, returning to che houſe, found 


the female part of the company pretty 
well recovered from the” terror into 
which the ſtorm had thrown them. Mr. 
Hales, rallying them upon their being 
ſo much frighted, told them, that thun- 
der- ſtorms were as much to be expected, 


according to the common courſe of na- 


ture, as trees full of leaves in ſummer, 
and bare branches in winter. But, I 


really believe, continued he, that you ; 


« often pretend to be frightened, on pur- 
6 « poſe to have an opportunity to ex- 
< hibit yourſelves in, the moſt becom- 
ing attitudes: attitudes, by which you 
cannot diſtinguiſh yourſelves ſo pret- 
<« tily at another time. No young un- 
married lady can decently recline 
<* upon a young tellows boſom, or ſink 


into 
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into his arms, but upon ſuch animat- 
<< ing occaſions as theſe, All attitudes 
that diſcover beauties which ought to 
be concealed by yaung ladies before 
* marriage, ſhould be avoided by them, 
&« as they may, perhaps, prevent their 
e being married at all.—You will, pro- 
66 ably, think ladies, added he, that this 
eis the ſureſt way of making conqueſts, 
e but it ſeldom recommends a woman 
* to any man who is worthy of her at- 
e tention.” 


The two young ladies bluſhed up to 
the eyes at this ſpeech, and even Mrs. 


Monſon felt herſelf a little abaſhed at 


hearing the two girls under her imme- 
diate protection ſotutored. Miſs Weſt 
was the daughter of a particular friend 
of hers, and Miſs Aſh was a young 
lady from London, whom her father, 
upon a viſit to Mr. Weſt, had left with 
his lady and daughter, in conſequence 

of 
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of an invitation from them, though he 
had really brought her down with a 
view of her gaining the heart of young 
Weſt, who was heir to an eſtate of be- 
tween, three and four thouſand a year. 
As that gentleman, however, had only 
ſeemed inclined to play at making love, 
or had only thrown out a few ſoft things 
merely to amuſe himſelt -as well as the 
lady, ſhe, was not believed to be quite 
ſure of him, and therefore there could 
be no harm in her trying her powers 
upon Singleton, who was not, ſhe had 
heard, married, and, by the appearance 
of every thing about him, ſhe ſuppoſed 
he had a good eſtate. | | 


Singleton was certainly* an amiable 
man, though his want of gallantry made 
him appear to great diſadvantage in the 
eyes of moſt of the fair ſex; and, in- 
indeed, the majority of women would 
have thought the character given of 


him, 
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him, by Mrs. Grace, quite ſufficient to 
prevent their expecting to make an im- 
preſſion upon his heart. His want of 
gallantry, however, was no diſcourage- 


ment to Miſs Aſh: ſhe ſaw ſomething. 
in Mr. Singleton, which, though it 


did not entirely anſwer her wiſhes, ani- 
mated her to hope, that ſhe. might, at 
leaſt, by perſeverance, gain the point 


ſhe aimed at, an advantageous ſettle- 


ment in life. She, therefore, determined 
to be upon her guard, and put on a re- 
ſerve, which was not in the leaſt natural 
to her. Miſs Weſt, on the other hand, 
who was really the character ſhe ap- 
peared; mild, modeſt, and timid to ex- 
ceſs, appeared to Bonfoy in a very ami- 
able light. 


Mrs. Monſon, having conſidered upon 
what Mr. Hales had ſaid as injurious, 
not only to the young ladies under her 
care, but when ſhe took upon her to 
defend 


Te Lr 
defend their conduct, and affirmed, that 


how faulty ſoever women might appear 
to men on their being frightened, there 
were ſome, whoſe minds were ſo weak- 
ened by fear, that all their own efforts, 
and the ridicule of the more ſenſible part 
of the creation, added ſhe, with an arch 
look at Hales—are equally inſufficient 
to hinder them from making diſcove- 
ries of their timidity. Were Ja man, 
„ ſhould not admire a maſculine defi- 
„ ance of all danger in a woman: our 
very terrors, in my opinion, ſeem ac- 
% knowledgments of our ſuperior pow- 
ers; ſuperior ſtrength of mind as well 
„ as of body. This conſideration, I 


think, ſhould make you more ready 


l to protect us, more ready to pity us, 
&« and even to be pleaſed with the ſoft- 


“ neſs of our diſpoſitions; a ſoftnefs, 
© naturally calculated to render us ſub- 


miſſive, and, of courſe, complying.” 
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l ſtand corrected, madam, ſaid Hales; 
but though you have ſo artfully clear- 
<« ed your ſex of the imputation of folly 
e and weakneſs with regard to their be- 
ing alarmed at real danger; how can 
you excuſe them, when they ſcream 
« at the ſight of a ſpider, and faint at 
< the ſight of a frog. 1 knew a lady 
c ho carried her abſurd fears to ſuch a 
<« height, that ſhe always fell into fits 
< on the appearance of thoſe animals; 
yet ſhe would, at any time, eat a whole 
e plate full of croakers, toſſed up in a 
ragout, though ſhe turned ſick at the 
« ſmell of a fine ſhoulder of mutton. 
« Beſides, Mrs. Monſon, while I allow 
<< that your. defence of your own ſex is 
not a bad one, give me leave to add, 
« for the benefit of theſe young ladies, 
that as nothing has a greater appear- 
* ance of affectation, than fainting away 
Dat every apprehenſion of danger, ſo 
there is nothing ſo inconſiſtent with 
| 1 Aafety 
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« ſafety as the giving way to a needleſs 
terror, which utterly diſable people 
<« from even making the neceſſary at- F 
« tempt to deliver themſelves from the 1 
impending evil: and tho' every man 9 
« would like to have a tender-hearted | 
« young creature running to him, from 
< the dreaded danger, clap her arm un- 
e his; and cling to him for protection; 
« yet when a lady falls flat into a man's 
„ arms, and drops down, apparently 
* ifeleſs, upon his boſom, her behavi- 
<« our is altogether abſurd; for ſhe not 

„only by ſo doing, prevents his con- 

e veying her to a place of ſecurity, but 

&« 1s ſuch a dead weight upon him, that 

c ſhe prevents him from ſaving either 

<« her or himſelf. I do not know. what 

« the ladies may think, but were I, by 

<« the fooliſh diſcovery of my own fears, 

to ſexpoſe another perſon to miſchief, 
; „ ſhould, certainly, feel myſelf ex- 
< tremely culpable. It is the duty, in- 
59101 E 2 de, 
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« deed, of every individual, man or wo- 
man, to exert themſelves in every dan- 
v gerous ſituation, and not to indulge 
any fears, real or affected, as they can 
never do them any kind of ſervice, 
and may do them a great deal of harm. 
< By giving the reigns to our fears, we 
< effectually deprive ourſelves of the 
* means moſt likely to md our 
40 n E [5758 942 2 ef 


By this laſt addreſs to ho women, 
Hales not only made the Whole com- 
pany laugh, but convinced them alſo, 
that what he had advanced with regard 
to their behaviour, under the operation 
of their fears, was advanced with judg- 
ment, He gained the greateſt part, if 
not all of them, to his ſide of the queſ- 
tion. Singleton and Bonfoy were par- 
ticularly pleaſed with his good ſenſe. 
Revel was tickled with his arch obſerva- 
tions * the . of the girls, and 
humorouſly 


Deen 
humorouſly told him, that as he was fo 
thorough a maſter of propriety, he 
thought he would ſhew himſelf a true 
friend to the female ſex, by writing a 
code of inſtructions for their conduct, 
during the rage of a thunder ſtorm. 


<« Or any other ſtorm, ſaid Singleton; 
life is ſubject to different kinds of 
“ tempeſts; and we ought to learn to 
conquer, or at leaſt, to correct at our 
firſt ſetting out in life, all propenſi- 
ties which may, uncontrolled, render 


every ſtage of it, afterwards, unhap- 


. py.” | | 


He concluded theſe words with a 
deep ſigh, and for a conſiderable time 
ſeemed to be quite loſt in thought; en- 
rirely regardleſs of the company: not ſo 
much as turning his eyes to any perſon 
preſent. This indifference, added to 
the quick coming on of the evening, 
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made Mrs. Monſon very impatient to 
know if the carriage was repaired, or ra- 
ther, if any other could be procured to 
carry them ſafe home. Mrs. Grace then 
politely begged her not to be uneaſy, as 
they had very good beds, and could 
prepare three or four preſently, if ſhe 
and her friends would conſent to ftay 
till the next day. | 


Mrs. ain. the young ladies, and 
Mr. Hales all made their acknowledg- 
ments, but the widow told her, at the 
{ame time, that ſhe ſhould be glad to re- 


turn home that night, if poſſible, eſpe- 


cially as Miſs Weſt had been committed 
to her care by her mother, who would, 
ſhe was afraid be alarmed if ſhe did not 
ſee them, or ſhould hear of the accident 
they had met with. Upon enquiry, 
however, the coach could not be put 
into repair that night, and Mr. Single- 


ton's chariot was gone to be painted; 
there 
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there was no avoiding, therefore, the 

acceptance of Mrs. Grace's offer. Mrs. 
Grace repeated her offer, but it was not 
echoed by her brother. 


In conſequence of Mr. Singleton's ta- 
citurnity upon the occaſion, Mrs. Mon- 
ſon was rather ſcrupulous; and became 
ſtill more deſirous of a carriage to carry 
her home—but there was no poſſibility 
of getting one that evening. She ac- 
cepted of Mrs. Grace's hoſpitable in- 
vitation at laſt, but with great reluc- 
tance. | 


Mrs. Grace was naturally of a friend- 
1y difpoſition, and particularly full of 
kindneſs when ſhe took a fancy to any 
body. Beſides, her ſpirits had been 


fo elevated, her heart had been ſo en- 


larged by the pleaſures of ſociety; plea- 
ſures which ſhe ſeldom enjoyed, that 
ſhe . ſhe could not be too civil 
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to the people to whom ſhe was indebted 
for them. She was highly pleaſed with 
Bonfoy, ſtill more ' pleaſed with him, 
when ſhe found that he was not remark, 
ably attached to any other woman, and 


ſhe liked Revel better when ſhe thought 


that he laughed at them all. Even 
Hales too had a no ſmall ſhare of her 


tavour: ſhe ſaid that he was a merry 


man, and that ſhe was always an ad- 


mirer of mirth, when it might be en- 


couraged conſiſtently with good man- 


ners. With a ſmiling countenance, 


therefore, ſhe withdrew to order.every 


thing for the convenience of her new 
gueſts. While e was gone, Revel 


took upon him to do the honours of 


the houſe, as Singleton. ſeemed to be 
plunged in a deep reverie, and as Bon- 
toy was never much addicted to talk- 


2 ing. 
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The return of Mrs. Grace put things 
upon a better footing. The invited, 
finding that they ſhould be obliged to 
ſpend the evening at the hall, thought 
it was. beſt for themſelves as well as for 
their entertainers, to be as chearful as 
poſſible. Beſides, they all now became 
ſo very curious about Singleton, whoſe 
_ oddities were ſo different from any they 
had ever met with before, that thev 
wiſhed to develop the real cauſe of them: 
imagining it to be by no means a com- 
mon one; as un-common, indeed, as 
the ſingularities ſpringing from it. 


Agreeable to the predominance of 
this curioſity, they endeavoured to turn 
the converſation upon different ſubjects, 
in hopes of diſcovering by his looks or 
behaviour, what had given riſe to his 
ſtrange antipathy to women, or rather 
dread of them; as he evidently ſnewed 
more fear of them, than averſion 20 
Lg ES them. 


K 


#2 The I. 0c k E T. 


them. But though they went as far as 
they decently could, for the gratifica- 
tion of their curioſity, they could draw 
nothing from him ſufficient to lead them 
to the point in view. He ſat at the 
bottom of the table between Revel and 


Bonfoy, who, though almoſt as great 
ſtrangers to him as Hales and the ladies, 


were evidently the favoured gueſts. To 
them he directed the little which he ſaid: 
as to the women, he hardly looked at 


Zheir faces; he en not a ſingle word 
to them. 


Revel, on their being ſummoned to 


ij ſupper, had propoſed, for the better ac- 


commodation of the ladies, as well as 
for the promotion of diverſified chat, 


that they ſhould be intermixed with the 
men. This propoſal, however, met 


with oppoſition from Singleton; he got 


 Bonfoy, who began to feel a ſort of par- 


tiality for him, and his opinions, to ſe- - 
cond 
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cond him, and carried his point how- 
ever: if they were not abſolutely merry, 
they were, at leaſt, chearful, and at a 
reaſonable hour were conducted by the 
maſter and miſtreſs of the hoſpitable 
manſion, to their reſpective apartments. 
© Mrs. Monſon had a chamber to herſelf: 
Miſs Weſt and Miſs Aſh ſlept W 
in another room. 


About two 4 in the morning, 
the whole houſe was awakened by the 
dreadful cry oſ fire. 


This alarm made every body leap out 
of bed to learn where it was. | 


Revel and Bonfoy, the moſt ready, a8 
well as the youngeſt and moſt active, 
were in an inſtant in the gallery which 
led to the ſeveral apartments. Smelling 
a great ſmoke, and ſtink like burning, 
chey knocked at the firſt door they came 
: do; 
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to; that door happened to belong to 
the room allotted to the young ladies, 


who ſtood trembling with fear. The 


two friends intreated them to open their 
door, that they might do all in their 


power to ſave them. Miſs Weſt, at 


firſt refuſed them entrance, but on Miſs 
Aſh's declaring aloud, that ſhe would 
not loſe her life, for her unſeaſonable 
prudery, immediately admitted the gen- 
tlemen; ſhe even met Revel more than 
half-way, and readily ſuffered him to 
carry her down ſtairs, though ſhe had 
but juſt thrown on her petticoats and 
gown; but Bonfoy could, on no ac- 


count, prevail on Miſs Weſt to accom- 


pany him till ſhe had tacked her ſtays 
together, and put on both a gown and 
handkerchief, As this neceſſarily took 
up ſome time, the moak and the outcry 
increaſed. 


Singleton 
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Singleton and Mrs. Monſon being 
now rouſed from theirpillows, happened 
to ſally out of ther apartments at the 
ſame moment. The former had on 


only his ſhirr and breeches; the latter 


only her dimity under petticoat, in 
which, it muſt be confeſſed, ſhe made a 
very tempting appearance. She was 
finely formed; her ſkin was very white 
and ſoft, and ſhe had a ſufficient ſhare 


of the enbonpoint, to Re her a ceſira- 
ble _ 


In this dreſs, or rather undreſs, Sin- 
gleton met Mrs. Monſon, and in a ſtate, 
which muſt have excited compaſſion in 
the moſt unfeeling breaſt. ** For the 
« love of heaven,“ cried ſhe, trembling 
from head to foot, “ fave me: I am 


v almoſt 9 out of my ſenſes. . 


She 
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She then, without ſtaying for an an- 
ſwer, caught hold of him, and renewed 
her intreaties to him to ſave her. 


2 cannot ſave you, madam, replied 
ehe; 'tis impoſſible, unleſs you will 


* take ſome care of yourſelf.” ? 


„Oh! I can't, ſaid ſhe, I can't; in 
e an agony of deſpair—ſinking down at 
<« his feet, in a kind of fainting fit.“ 
She appeared to bim, indeed, in the moſt 


imminent danger of her life. 


Stimulated by his natural humanity, 


he could not ſee her in ſuch a helpleſs 


ſituation, unmoved : he could not refrain 
from relieving her. He attemped to 
take her up in his arms. By the vio- 
lence of the motion, or by the uncom- 
mon cloſeneſs of the preſſure, ſhe in- 
ſtantly opened her eyes. Feeling her- 
. „ ſelf, 
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ſelf, as ſhe thought, rather in a falling 
ſtate, and willing to make her hold 


more ſecure, ſhe flung her arms round 


his neck. By ſo doing ſhe clung in 
ſuch a cohering manner to him, that he 


became actually alarmed, and exclaim- 
ed, © Good Heavens, madam, what 
are you about? Let me go, or by! 


Huſh, ſir - exclaimed ſhe in her 
e turn what do you mean? I am only 
« frightened out of my wits; do pray 
e carry me to a place of ſafety, and 1 
<« ſhall be obliged to you as long as I 
„live. I hall owe that very life to you 
« which you have preſerved, continued 
« M6 claſping him ſtill cloſer,” | 


Singleton finding himſelf, at laſt, un- 
able to ſupport his fair ſupplicant in 
diſtreſs, was going to ſet her down. She 
then ſcreamed, and loudly requeſted 
him again by all that was dear to him, 


to 
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to carry her quite out of the houſe, as 
ſhe ſhould be burnt to death if he did 
not remove her. 


Juſt when ſhe had finiſhed' the laſt 


words of her renewed intreaty with a 


raiſed voice, and was ſtriving to hinder 


Singleton from ſetting her down, Revel, 


having conducted Miſs Aſh to a place of 


ſafety, was coming back to ſee if he 


could be of farther ſervice. 


0 Bleſs me madam, cried he, ad- 


"a drefling himſelf to Miſs Monſon, 


what is the matter?“ 


„The matter, replied ſhe, Oh! 7 
«am frighted to death, and this inſen. 


« ſible man was going to leave me in 
the midſt of the fire. 5 | 


„ Surely not; ſad Revel, with a 
0 half. {ſmothered ſmile, I ſhould have 


. « thought 
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88 thought, by your ſtruggling, that 


you had been apprehenſive of a much 


<« preater danger, were I not well ac- 


% quainted with the modeſty of Mr. 
„Singleton; but be compoled, madam, 
the fire is extinguiſhed,” 
« Oh lord ! cried ſhe, let me go then, 
« and put on my cloaths.“ 


Then, breaking haſtily from Single- 
ton, ſhe ran back to her chamber in 


the utmoſt confuſion, leaving him ſo 


much confounded that he could not ar- 
ticulate a ſyllable, | 


Revel told him that it was no wonder 
the lovely creature who had juſt quitted 
him, had put him quite out of himſelf, 
— She 1s indeed, a much finer woman 


than I imagined ſhe was, added he; but 


there is no doing juſtice, I ſee, to any - 


woman 


— - 
yy 8 , . 
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woman enveloped in a bundle of cloaths; 
the'only way to form a true judgment 
of the beauties of the fair ſex, is to ſtrip 
them at once; and upon my ſoul, it is 
by much the faireſt way in the world 
No man, I dare ſwear, would, on fee- 
ing the widow only dreſt, ſuppoſe her 
to be ſo finely ſhaped as ſhe is, and we, 
perhaps, ſhould never have ſeen her in 
ſo beautiful a light, had not this even- 
ing's alarm hurried her out to exhibit 
herſelf in all her natural charms—“ I 
eam glad to find you of my opinion, 
continued he, - you ſeem wrapt into 


Lan ecſtacy about Mrs. Monſon, But 


come you need not deſpair—[ know 
* ſhe likes you.“ 


Singleton, ſtarting, as from a dream, 
having only heard che few laſt words, 
exclaimed haſtily—* Like me? I am 


certain 
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<« certain ſhe cannot like me. For my 
< part I like no woman But is the 
n e 


It is, ſaid Revel ſmiling; and it 
<* was occaſioned by one of your female 
* ſervants leaving a candle in a long 
<< paſſage that one of the men might the 
more readily find his oy. to her 
„chamber.“ 


e replied Singleton; this comes 
<« of having people of different ſexes 
<« in the ſame houſe. I was always for 


e keeping only men, but my ſiſter ne- 


ce ver would hear of it, and I am ſure 


e ſhe will repent the not having follow- 


<« ed my advice—but I will have the 
<« wench made an example of. And 
yet Oh!“ 


Here he 33 rubbed his hands, 


and hurried away. 


| Revel, 
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Revel, as much as ever at aloſs to ac- 
count for this ſtrange behaviour. went 
after him. He ſoon met Mrs. Grace 
and Mr. Hales hand in hand; the for- 
mer, with a ſufficient quantity of cloaths 
on to be juſt decent, and yet not enough 
to conceal the beauties ſhe had to dit- 
cover, bridled, and curtſied, and ſim- 
pered, and ſeemed to be in a great 
fidget; declaring at the ſame time, that 
ſhe never was ſo much frightened in her 
whole life, and that if Mr. Hales had 
not come to her aſſiſtance, ſhe knew not 
what ſhe ſhould have done.—“ J am 
s glad, however, continued ſhe, that 

<< the fire is cut, though it has made a 
< vaſt confuſion in the houſe. I hope 
the ladies are ſafe, and] hope too that 
< as there was not ſo much danger as 
& there appeared to be—according to 
* my information—they will all, when 
a little compoſed, return to their beds, 
* Porr get ſome reft.” 8 od 
* Halen, 
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Hales, winking at Revel, readily 


ſubſcribed to what Mrs. Grace had de- 


livered But we muſt fee how it is with 
Mrs. Monſon, added he, my the * 
| firſt. 1 | 


Revel told him that the two young 
ladies were ſafe at a little farm-houſe Juſt 
by, to which Bonfoy and he had car- 
ried them“ As to Mrs. Monſon, con- 
< tinued he, ſhe has been under the pro- 
<« tection of Mr. Singleton, who, though 
66 he had taken care of her, ſeemed to 

« want FERRER TO much Haun 2 


. Aye, replied V Mrs. Tiki Lewe 


ſo: This has been a ſad turbulent 
&« day for my poor brother, who does 
<« not ſpeak to a woman, except myſelf, 
for half-a-year together ſometimes ; 
& but it may do him good, and break 
a * him * that unaccountable fancy he 
. « has 
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<* has taken to run away from women, 
as if they were ſcar-crows, while every 

other gentleman, knowing what is 
« due to the ſex, behaves to them ac- 

9 * | 


The ſervants, aſſiſted, by. the neigh- 
bours and tenants, having ſoon got the 
better of the fire, began now to put 
things 1nto order again. . 


Mrs. Monſon came down, quite dreſt, 
and bluſhing like the morn, to enquire 


after Miſs Weſt and Miſs Aſh, whom 


Bonfoy had brought back to the Hall; 
from the former of thoſe ladies he re- 
ceived the moſt grateful acknowledg- 
ments for ſnatching her, as he ima- 
| r from the flames. 


Wen all the family were aſſembled 
together == Singleton excepted — they 
congratulated 


The L. OO on 


congratulatc.. n other on their pre- 


ſervation, and talked over the cauſe of 
the accident which had fo. dreadfully 
alarmed them, and which had really 
been - occaſioned by the amour between 


the groom and the cook, though ſhe, 


with a body twiſted like a e Bil- 
let, was almoſt in a toothleſs condition, 


and had a forehead very roughly Plough: 


ed by old time. 


Mr. Hales faid that he. had _ 
wondered at a woman's being proud. of 
her beauty, as the moſt ugly, females, in 
the creation are not without their ad- 
mirers Here's a caſe in point, con- 
tinued he, quite ſufficient to prove 
« that a pliant diſpoſition, and a ten- 
«+ dency to be kind, are charms not to 
be reſiſted.“ 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Grace, who laid a conſiderable 
ſtreſs upon perſonal perfections, more 
perhaps, than they deſerved, and who, 
from not clearly comprehending the 
meaning of Mr. Hales's expreſſions, 
ſeemed inclined to difpute the propriety 
of them, replied, that ſhe could not 


at all tell what he would be at—*® I 


% have always read, continued ſhe, that 
ce beauty was the only excitement of 
& love, and I know it is a truth, ſay 


„ what you will to the contrary ; but 


« jf people make uſe of words indeed 
« which nobody underſtands except 


4 themſelves, they may well have the 


<« beſt of an argument, though they 
„ may, nevertheleſs, be miſtaken. 
However, I will look into Johnſon's 
« Dictionary, there I ſhall preſently 
find out your meaning, and then I 
„ ſhall be ready to anſwer you in your 


. © gown words,” 


To 
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To this ſpeech, Hales, laughing, 


made the following anſwer, am 


** ready to give you all the ſatisfaction 
9 in my c 2 211 16d: e pit 


* 


' 4 - ] * - * 43 


Revel deſired Ber to accept of the 


challenge, affuring her that he would be 
her fecond, and ſtand by her to the laſt, 


This offer inne ſo very polite a 
one, to Mrs. Grace, that ſhe began im- 


diately to ſet off 1 in the character of a | 
diſputant. 


Hales 83 her ſhore, by eeling 
her that her female Servant, by having, 
with all her uglineſs, attractions enough 
to draw a man out of his own bed in 
the night, and make him venture to hers 
in the dark, perſonally A "_— WAY 
9 n he * Weds 
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1 ing to any harm, placed a light for 


« ſaid Bonfoy, that her kindneſs, and 


5 has been mentioned, 1 ſhould | imagine 


« Mer her admirer; for kindneſs has 
« peculiar charms — when joined to 


* But he did not. go in the dark, ſaid 
45 Revel. 


Ping True 3 but he certainly would have 
< gone in the dark, ſaid Hales, had not . 
the grateful ſoul, fearful of his com- 


85 his uid ang. a 


It was moſt probable, therefore, 


<« the advances ſhe made to him, were 
<« the chief allurements ; and from what 


that they had the greateſt influence 


u beauty, reſiſtance is in vain.” 


25 Aye now you ſpeak to the purpoſe, 
« faid Mrs. Grace, beauty indeed does 
«« wonders without any kindneſs at all.” 
NI. 
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Mrs. Grace, finding that none of her 
hearers were inclined to contradict her, 


again propoſed to the ladies their retiring 
to reſt themſelves for a few hours; the 
all declared, however, that they had ra- 


ther fit and chat till the uſual time of 
riſing. 


When that hour arrived, a very gen- 
teel breakfaſt made its appearance; Sin- 


gleton was ſummoned to it. He, at 


firſt, civily refuſed complience with the 


meſſage he received, and ſent his own 


man to deſire the company to excuſe his 


abſence, as he did not = himſelf very 
well. 


As ſoon as breakfaſt was over, Single- 
ton ſent for the amorous domeſtic, of 


his own accord, reprimanded him ſe- 


verely for his careleſſneſs, and affured 
him that he would not "REP ſuch people 


in his houſe. 


F 2 The 
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The offending fellow replied, that if 


his worſhip Wan hire no man who had 
not as great a diſlike to the ſex as him- 
ſelf, he muſt be his own ſervant, and 
do his own buſineſs; adding, that no 
ſuch men, he would venture to fay, 
were to be met with; that he ſhould not 
have meddled with the wench if ſhe had 


had not began firſt ; that it was a very 


difficult thing for a man to refuſe a wo- 
man when he was axed; and that he 

hardly believed any man in the world, 
except his honour, could-have had the 
heart to ſay no in his condition. © He 
« proceeded with hoping his worſhip 


 « wouldconſiderhim, as it was not in any 


* man's power to do as his honour did, 
<« and prayed him not only to pardon 
him but to let him keep his place, as 


he could not bear the thoughts of 


* leaving his honour. He concluded 
2 with giving his maſter a broad hint, 


2 
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& that if he turned away Betty, he could 
* not do any burt with her when ſhe 


* was gone.” 


Neither can ſhe do any burt by her- 


* 7zif, as you call it, ſaid Singleton; 


„ ſhe has as much reaſon to expect to 
« ſtay as you have, but I will diſmiſs 
* you both, you have both offended, 
and you muſt both go, and directly.” 

I 20i/hes your worſhip would make 
& jt your own caſe, replied the fellow, 
* and then I am ſariin you would not 
A be ſo cruel.” 

This anſwer, as it appeared to con- 
tain a fort of a reflection upon him, 
prompted Singleton to diſcharge the de- 
liverer of it without delay. When he 
had finiſhed his, diſcharge, he ſent for 
Mrs. Grace, and inſiſted upon her turn- 


away the cook immediately. 


F 9 - "6 ur. 
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« Your orders will be ſooner obeyed 


than mine,” ſaid the lady, who was 


not very well pleaſed at being fetched 


from her company. © She is your ſer- 


. «© yant—added ſhe—and not mine.” 


| © She is ſo—but as you have had the 


„command of my ſervants, and more. 


e particularly of thoſe of your own ſex, 


„ who I abhor and deteſt, and will not 


“have any thing to do with; I deſire 
you to ſend Betty away: I beg I may 
„never ſee her again; I beg, alſo, that 
« you will get another maid ſtill more 
* forbidding, if poſſible: ſo very for- 


bidding, that no man may be tempted 


& to touch her.” 


„Why really, ſaid Mrs. Grace, one 
* would have thought there had been 
„ few charms in Betty; but ſome men 
vill not let women alone be they ever 
“ ſo ugly: and, therefore, if you would 

4e put 
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put a ſtop to all doings of this kind 


in your houſe, you muſt take care of 


your men, that they are _ and 
« well . 


« Aye, replied he, with a gh: but 
<« let men be ever ſo well diſpoſed, ſiſter 


« _ÞFfome. wornen — 


| Here he pauſed, ſtamped upon the 
floor, lifred up his eyes to heaven, and 
uttered ſomething ſoftly to himſelf; then 
rubbing his forehead, he thus pro- 
ceeded „Well! I cannot talk any 
more about this affair now—only get 
the moſt forbidding ſervant you can 


« ſhe cannot be too frightful.” 


« G—d deliver me brother! What 
* do you mean? You are enough to 
* make any body mad, to wiſh to have 
every woman frightful?” 
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Happy moſt happy would it be 
7 for us, replied he with additional 


% energy, were ye all the moſt hideous 


objects which nature can poſſibly 
create; were ye vipers and ſcorpions 
e moſt loathſome to the ſight, moſt fa- 
© tal to the touch—Were ye—: 


2 Mercy ON me! exclaimed Mrs. 
e Grace,” interrupting him in the midſt 
of his execrating effuſions. ** What a 
* noiſe you make for nothing? Really, 


< brother, you talk a good deal of non- 
6 OP. 


And do you think to make me talk 
& otherwiſe by telling me ſo?— Never. 
Jou will, indeed, drive me quite out 
of my houſe, by a behaviour that is 
e moſt intolerably provoking: or elſe 
* you will oblige me to turn away every 


& female in it, and to be ſerved BY by 
* my own ſex.” 


With 


— 
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With this menace, Mr. Singleton left 

his ſiſter to put what conſtruttion the 
| pleaſed upon it. - 


Mrs. Grace returned to the company, 
not a little fluttered with what ſhe had 


heard: ſhe tried, however, to compoſe 
hey as much as poſſible. 


Mr. Monſon, Miß Weſt, Miſs Aſh, 


and Mr. Hales, a coach being now | 


ready to receive them, prepared to bid 
adieu to their friendly entertainers. 


It was a long time before Mr. Single- 
ton could be prevailed upon to appear 


again, but, at laſt, Bonfoy, having un- 
dertaken to bring bim forward, ſuc- 
ceeded - though almoſt a ſtranger, ſuc- 
ceeded: yet nobody not even Bonfoy, 
could perſuade him to accept of the in- 
vitation which Mr. Hales and Mrs. 
n gave bim and Mrs. Grace, to 


F 5 ſpend 1 
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ſpend ſome time with them in return for 
the great civilities chey had met with at 
bis houſe. | 


Mr. Hales, before he left the hoſpita- 
ble manſion, preſſed Revel and Bonfoy, 
alſo, very ſtrongly, to come and ſee him, 
as he lived not many miles from Single- 
ton- hall. — IJ am not a married man, 
<« added he, but I have no fort of aver- 
<« ſion to women. I have a great re- 
< ſpect, indeed, for the fair ſex in ge- 
e neral, and am never ſo happy, as when, 
<< I have a groupe of females about me: 
to ſay truth, I cannot do without 
„them; they are, in my opinion, abſo- 
« lutely neceſſary for the high enjoy- 
« ment of life.“ 


At the cloſe of this ſpeech in praiſe of 
women, Singleton ſighed ſo profoundly 
that he almoſt groaned. Without ſay- 
ing a ſingle word to che ladies, he turned 

away 
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away ſhort, and went into the houſe, 
leaving his two newly acquired friends 
to aſſiſt Mrs. Monſon and the young 
ladies in getting to their carriage, which 
whirled them along with more velocity 
than they deſired, as they did not at. all 
diſlike their ſituation at Singleton- ball. 


As ſoon as they were gone, Mrs. 
Grace, though not by any means pleaſed, 
with what her brother had ſaid to- ker; 
proceeded to execute his commands. by 
the diſmiſſion of the offending Betty: 
ſhe diſcharged her from her ſervice with 
a very ſmart reproof for the indelicacy; 
of her conduct, and ordered immediate. 
enquiries to be made after another to. 
ſupply her place; but as Mr. Singleton: 
had expreſſed himſelf with particular: 
warmth againſt her whole ſex, ſhe began. 
to be apprehenſive leſt he ſhould: make 
his words good, and actually ſend. all 
her maids. 3 ſhe, therefore, or- 
dered 
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dered the moſt diſguſting figures in the 
whale county ta be aſked for. 102 


Revel and Bonfoy, whe were favoured 
with an invitation from Singleton to ſtay 
longer with him, were exceedingly di- 
verted with the perſons who preſented 
themſelves; unfortunately, however, 
they had as little merit as beauty to 
recommend them; conſequently, not one 
of them appeared to Mrs. Grace capa- 
ble of undertaking a buſineſs of ſuch 
importance as the ſending up her bro- 
ther's dinner, At length a woman of- 


fered her ſervice who had a very bad 
hair-lip, but as the upper part of her 
face was tolerable, as her eyes were large, 


black and lively, and as her complexion 
was very fair and clear, Mrs. Grace 
{aid her brother would, probably, make 
objections. to her? She would not, 
therefore, venture to take her, though 


the & girl e to do every thing re- 
""_ 
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8 her, and was extremely well 
ſpoken of by the perſon with whom ſhe 
lived laſt, However, not chuſing to 
give the true reaſon, ſhe told her that 
ſhe did not care to take any body who 
had not had the ſmall-pox. #268 

The girl told her that ſhe was ſure 
ſhe ſhould ſuit her; adding, that ſhe 
could be inoculated at TY time, 


41 will let Mr. Singleton know what 
« you ſay;“ "replied he. CT 


Accordingly ſhe ROPE the firſt oppor- 
tunity to deſcribe her perſon to her bro- 
ther, who anſwered abruptly--<F would 


„„ not have you wait for the inoculation 


of any ſervants: that has done more 
„ miſchicf in the world than any one 
„thing I know of, by preſerving the 
e perſons of ſo many women, it has 
made them vain and inſolent; or elſe 

* 
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ll dit has, by rendering them obj ects of 

Hh * deſire, drawn in many a man to be 

&« deceived by them. No—no—inocu- 
« lation has been the deſtruction of 

numbers of both ſexes, who might 

% have been innocent and happy, had. 

« not their attracting exteriors proved 

« fatal to them.“ 


Revel and . who were pre- 
ſent, diſcovered great ſurprize at hear- 
ing him talk in this manner. The 
former ſaid “ Few people, ſir, are, 1 
« believe, of your opinion! you are the 
only man who ever ſhewed any diflike 
“ to a fine woman; and I am afraid; 
« your. averſion reſults more from the 
<« 11] treatment which you have met with- 
from ſome ladies, than from any na- 
<« tural antipathy to the fair ſex in- 
general. | 


« Ill 
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Ill. treatment?“ cried Singleton, 
ſtaring at him “ Ill treatment?“ con- 
tinued he, repeating the words in a di- 
ſturbed manner Oh, that I had. 


Here he ſtopped then, ſeeming to 
recollect himſelf, he ſaid, with a com- 


poſed countenance, © No — You are 


e miſtaken, gentlemen. I have not had, 
I will not have any connections with 
a ſex whom J pity, while I deteſt them: 
let us quit a ſubject which cannot be 
greatly entertaining to you, and which 
is very diſagreeable to me. 


He then inſtantly turned the conver- 
ſation, and ſoon afterwards left them, 
in order to enjoy his own thoughts with- 


out interruption, 


Mrs. Grace, on the departure of her 
brother, ſeized that opportunity to in- 
dulge herſelf in giving Bonfoy all decent 

1 , encou- 
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encouragement; - imagining that he had 
been too long prevented fromdiſcovering 
his paſſion for her. She now expected 
him to diſcloſe it in the moſt reſpectful, 
yet tender terms; and, therefore, ſat pre- 
paring herſelf to anſwer him in a ſtyle, 
by which ſhe might, without appearing 
too forward, animate him with the moſt 
flattering hopes, having thought that if 
he was elevated with ſome expectations, 


he would not preſume to open his lips 


upon the ſubject on which ſhe wiſhed to 
hear him expatiate: a ſubject, indeed, of 
which ſhe could never be weary, 
Where is the woman who is ever tired 


of -hearing a man tell her that he loves 


her; eſpecially,” a woman who has al- 
moſt lived beyond the age of admira- 


tion. 


Mrs. Grace ſeated herſelf in ſuch an 
attitude as not to loſe a ſyllable of what 
** ſaid, and eee nearer and nearer 


10 
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to enjoy his converſation to the very ut- 
moſt, watching every motion of his eyes, 


which ſhe expected to be fixed upon 
ber. | 


Having waited a decent time, with- 


out finding him diſpoſed to throw him- 


{elf at her feet in the character of an 
amoroſo, ſne turned round full upon him, 
and to her great mortification, ſaw him 
attentively examining a picture. As the 


picture under his examination was very - 


near her, ſhe felt herſelf not a little cha- 

grined at her diſappointment: but, be- 
ing ſtill unwilling to be miſtaken, ſhe 
fancied that it was his extreme modeſty 
which prevented his behaving like other 
men in love. She began to think, alſo, 
that ſo rare a virtue in a man might be 
carried too far, and that ſhe had no time 
to loſe——And yet ſhe knew that ſhe 


could not, as a woman--without militat- 
ing ſtrongly againſt female decorum, en- 
ter 
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ter upon ſuch an affair. However, as 
things were circumſtanced, and as her 
companion appeared rather ſhy, ſhe be- 
lieved that there could be no impro- 
priety in trying to accelerate matters, 
| by puſhing him on to make a declara- 
# tion. [A declaration he had not once 
thought of.] With this. deſign ſhe 
edged. ſtill cloſer to him. Miſtaking 
| | her meaning, and ſuppoſing that he was 
: in the way, he roſe haſtily, begged her 
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1 pardon, and removed to a conſiderable 
is | diſtance. This proceeding entirely diſ- 
| concerted ' her; it was a maneuvre, ſo 


CL. ee ee AY. ds 
i 


unexpected, that it threw her quite out 
3 | of her play: yet, as there was ſuch ex- 
| ceſſive politeneſs. in his procedure; ſuch 
2a fear of offending her, ſhe continued 


r 


= to believe that his diffidence alone ſealed 
1 up his mouth. How to remove that 


diffidence was the thing. — She had not 


| | | been accuſtomed to make any indiſcreet 
| 2} advances, but as an amiable young fel- 
| | | low 
| | 
1 
[8 
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low was now the object in view, ſhe - 


thought ſhe might venture to ſtretch a 
little; ſhe, therefore, followed him, and 


told him, ſeemingly half in jeſt, though 


never ſo much in earneſt; that he had 
nothing to apprehend; that he might 


ſay what he pleaſed, as ſhe was * ta 


hear him. 


The looks which accompanied this 


very broad hint, were ſufficiently expla- 


natory, but he would not underſtand 


the meaning of her expreſſions, and. his 
perverſeneſs, at laſt, rendered her ſo im- 


patient, that, in ſpite of her unwilling. 


neſs to expoſe herſelf, ſhe was actually 
Juſt upon the point of ſaying ſomething 
more ad hominem. 


At that inſtant her brother returned 


to them, and told Bonfoy that his friend 


wiſhed to ſpeak with him. 


Bonfoy, 
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ter upon ſuch an affair. However, as 
things were circumſtanced, and as her 
companion appeared rather ſhy, ſhe be- 
| lieved that there could be no impro- 
We priety in trying to accelerate matters, 
= by puſhing him on to make a declara- 
1 tion. [A declaration he had not once 
1 thought of.] With this. deſign ſhe 
1 | edged. ſtill cloſer to him. Miſtaking 


Wi her meaning, and ſuppoſing that he was 
=_; in the way, he roſe haſtily, begged her 
i" pardon, and removed to a confiderable 


diſtance. This proceeding entirely diſ- 
concerted her; it was a maneuvre, fo 
unexpected, that it threw her quite out 
1 | of her play: yet, as there was ſuch ex- 
„ ceſſive politeneſs. in his procedure; ſuch 
" | | 2a fear of offending her, ſhe continued 
_ to believe that his diffidence alone ſealed 
3 up his mouth. How to remove that 
3ſt diffidence was the thing. —She had not 
| | been accuſtomed to make any indiſcreet 
| advances, but as an amiable young fel- 
low 
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low was now the object in view, ſne 


thought ſhe might venture to ſtretch a 
little; ſhe, therefore, followed him, and 
told him, ſeemingly half in jeſt, though 
never ſo much in earneſt; that he had 


nothing to apprehend; that he might 
ſay what he pleaſed, as ſhe was ready to 


hear him.. 


The looks which accompanied this 
very broad hint, were ſufficiently expla- 
natory, but he would not underſtand 


the meaning of her expreſſions, and his 


perverſeneſs, at laſt, rendered her ſo im- 
patient, that, in ſpite of her unwilling- 
neſs to expoſe herſelf, ſhe was actually 


juſt upon the point of ſaying” * 
more ad hominem. 


At that inſtant her brother returned 


to them, and told Bonfoy that his friend 


wiſhed to ſpeak with him. 


Bonfoy, 


1 
1 
f 
| 
| 
; 
? 
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Bonfoy, glad to be releaſed, though 
he ſcarcely knew why, as he had not 


then diſcovered Mrs. Grace“ 8 deſigns 


upon him, quitted the room imme- 
N my, 


Mrs. Gebe in ſo peeviſh a hu- 
mour at feeling herſelf diſappointed, 
that ſhe could hardly diſguiſe her ſenſa- 
tions. At laſt a thought darted into 
her head—She determined to make the 
very interruption which had proved ſo 
mortifying, ſerviceable to her. She 
reſolved to open the buſineſs to her 
brother, and to deſire his advice and 
aſſiſtance in an affair, in the manage- 


ment of which great delicacy was re- 


quired. 


When ſhe had made her intended diſ- 
cloſures, Singleton ſtared, and looked 
aſtoniſned— After a ſhort pauſe, he aſk-. 

| ed 


— 
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ed her very frier a ſhe had not, t loſt 
her ſenſes. 


< And ally ſo inpertibegr a queſ- 


< tion? ſaid ſhe—Dol'k look like a mad . 


woman?“ : 


* 


No, replied he; but nobody can 
< talk more like one than you do at 
« preſent. ls it poflible, continued he, 
« that a woman of your years and ap- 
e pearance, can think of uniting your- 
ſelf to a man young enough to be 
your ſon? A man to whom you muſt 
66 ever look more like a mother than a 
« wife? Aman? A mere boy — in per- 
« ſon—though 3 a man in underſtanding; 
* and I dare affirm that he would be 

* ſhocked beyond expreſſion to hear of 
your entertaining any thought of him 
as a huſband. Indeed, „indeed. ſiſter, 


there is a groſſneſs in your choice of 
* ſuch. 


ow 
—— ——— 
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* ſuch a young fellow which hurts me, 
and which I could not have expected 
in a woman whoſe age, and apparent 
* modeſty promiſed uncommon, diſcre- 
* tion... Where ſhall we look for pro- 
& priet ybut in perſons whole years and 
experience in life encourage us to 
hope for it in them? And how mortifi- 
ed muſt all thinking people be to be- 
<« hold thoſe of whom they have the 
* higheſt opinion, leſſen themſelves in 
the moſt degrading manner? Any wo- 
man who appears eager after a young 
fellow, departs from that decency by 
< which ſhe ought to diſtinguiſh her- 
<« ſelf; but to ſee an old woman ſeized 
„with ſuch an eagerneſs—it is abſo- 
« lutely inſupportable : little did I ex- 
8 1 « pect to ſee any perſon related to me act 
if f in a manner ſo diametrically oppoſite 
* to reaſon and virtue 5 for I will 
| ; - maintain It” : ROOT 
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< Hold, cried Mrs. Grace interrupt- 
<< ing him, (her patience being quite ex- 
* hauſted)--hold—You run on too faſt; 
e you. are perfectly ſcurrilous. What 
«can you mean by talking ſo? I am 
not old; you know it; and nobody 
<* can have greater horror at any thing 
ce the leaſt indelicate than I have, you 
e diſcover the groſſeſt indecency your- 
< ſelf by treating me in this manner. 
«© But indeed you are ſo ſtrange a charac- 

< ter, that it is no wonder you find fault 
with every body who is of a different 
% way of thinking. —You have made 
«yourſelf ſo very ridiculous, fo very 
* contemptible indeed to every body, 
and eſpecially to the gentlemen now 
« with us, thar it is not at all ſurpriſing 


« you ſhould be the tobyect of. their 
60 mirth,” : ö | 8 


« Who 1 ?_-replied Singleton; I, the 
« A ſubject of their mirth?”--Then--after a a 
* 
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little pauſe, he thus proceeded “ Well 
if 1 am really ſo abſurd as you tell 


« me I am, were you not infinitely 
more ſo in fixing upon ſo ridiculous 


« and contemptible a rau nn 
* nm meſſages.” 


Jo carry my amorous meſſages, 
c brother? exclaimed Mrs. Grace—l - 


« wonder what you mean—I am quite 


* aſhamed to hear you talk ſo,” — 


« Yes; but you are not aſhamed to 
« a& in the moſt fooliſh and indelicate 
% manner that can be, you may not 
« think yourſelf old few women do 
J ſuppoſe — but you are certainly 
much too old for ſo fine a young fel- 
6 low as Bonfoy. Beſides, there is a 
degree of madneſs in your having 
an idea of connecting yourſelf with a 
«© ſtranger; a man whom you never ſaw 
« cill within theſe few days.“ 


Why 
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Why, if you come to that, replied 
_ ** ſhe, there are full as many objections 
to be made to your inviting him to 
* ſtays as he is quite as much a ſtranger 
ee he is to me.“ 


" var true, en Sagte ut 
her connections are of a very different 
'« nature. Men may be acquainted with 
men from whom a woman would ſhrink, 
as if his approach was contagious.—1 
don't mean to inſinuate that Revel and 
<« Bonfoy are of this ſort No- they have 
all the marks of gentlemen about them 
cc had they, however, been leſs genteeland 
„ agreeable, they had a claim to my hoſ- 
*pitality--My doors have ever been open 
4 to all ſuch men to all men, I would 
throw them open, wiſhing to be a friend 
© to all my fellow-creatures--YetT wiſh, 
* at the ſame time, that my ſiſter would 


not nay, I inſiſt upon it, that ſhe will 
not expoſe herſelf in a manner ſo un- 


Vol. I. becoming 
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1 becoming, We are allowed privileges 
* of which you cannot avail yourſelves, 
«* without injuring your reputation, as 


cc ell as proving diſguſtful in our EYES. 
„When a woman takes or permits li- 


e berties, ſhe becomes both odious and 


* deſpicable.” — 


In your opinion, perhaps,” replied 
Mrs. Grace, with a look of infinite con- 
tempt; ** but other men thank in an- 
other way.” 


< Bonfoy thinks as I do:“ Gaid Mr. 
Singleton. 


At that inſtant, Bonfoy, returning to 
the room, and hearing his name men- 


_ tioned, aſked Singleton 1 he was * 


> bim. 


« Yes, replied he; I ſaid what I will 
maintain, that you look upon women 
| 4 in 
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e in the ſame light as I do; that you 
ce think them trifling, capricious, incon- 
e ſiſtent. creatures; plagues from the 
beginning of the world, and likely to 
28 continue ſo to the 1 fu. ! 20; 
6 Wm are very ſevere, fir,” ſaid Bon- 
foy with a ſmile; “ but if you have 
found one woman ſo, you will not, 
1 condemn the whole ſex for 
c ber.” 


Here the juſtice changed colour, 
ſtamped on the floor, and muttered ſome- 
thing to . himſelf, Then, as if fearful 
of ſaying more than he ought, he hurried 
out of the room, leaving Mrs, Grace 
once more with Bonfoy. ; * 


Mrs. Grace, in ſpite of all that her 
brother had mentioned in oppoſition to 
her inclination, was determined to make 

ö 3 the 
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che moſt of this ſecond opportunity: but 
Me aa. a ſecond time, eee 
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Reid, having * indngh of Single- 
ton's humours, and aſked his friend if 
he did not deſign to purſue his journey, 
now came to ſettle every thing tor their 
departure that afternoon, as there was 
Juſt time enough for them to get to the 
next ſtage without being benighted. 
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Mrs. Grace ſtarted at hearing this 
intelligence; at finding that ſhe was 
going to loſe the man whom ſhe wiſhed 
to have her lover. She ſaid every thing 
me could think of to prevail on the two 
friends to ſtay a little longer, but finding 
ſhe could not ſucceed, ſhe went and 
fetched down her brother, that he might 
try whether his * would prove 
efficacious. 


| Singleton 
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Singleton was particularly concerned 
at parting with Bonfoy, and in conſe- 
quence of his chagrin, ſaid and did 
every thing in his power to detain him, 
but all to no purpoſe: he was reſolveck 

to go at all events, whether Revel went 
or no; he promiſed, however, as well 
as his friend, to return to the hall in a: 
very ſhort time, if he would then give 
them his company in a tour they in- 
tended to make, if they did not meet 


what they were in ſearch of in a en | 
days. 


N f ws 23 


Mr. Singleton conſented. 14751 15 

| Aſter bring taken. Fare of bin a 
Mrs. Grace, and called on Taps to bid 
him farewell, the young travellers pur- 
fued. their route towards Wales. 


Juſt before dark, they took notice 
of a neat little dwelling with a. white 
ny.” G 3 ruſtic 


— 
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ruſtic front, green window ſhutters, and 
green paling. The neatneſs of the 
building, and its wild romantic fitua- 
tion, ſtruck Bonfoy in fuch a manner 
that he could not help ſtopping, and 
telling his companion it was the very 
ſort of place in which he ſhould like 


to ſettle, as it appeared to be retired 
without being quite 85 


While Bonfoy was paſſing by this 
houſe, Revel called to a man at work, 
and aſked him who lived in it. 


He replied, chat nobody lived in it; 
as the gentleman who owned it was 
way of NG at all, 


« How's that? ſaid Revel.” 


„Why maſter, replied the fellow, 
„ he ſpent every thing he had as faſt as 
The could, and fo he has nothing to 
live 


The I O C k E T. 27 


« live upon; and that you know, con- 
« tinued he, plainly ſhews he is weary 
of living, or elſe he would not have 
brought himſelf to ſuch a paſs.” 


| Bonfoy, who had not yet ſpoke, 
thinking there was an odd kind of a 
fimplicny in this informant not at all 
diſagreeable, and conceiving ſome hopes 
from what he had let out of becoming 
a purchaſer of the houſe, aſked him 
where the owner of it was to be found. 


Why as to that, anſwered the fel- 
«< low, it may be no eaſy matter to tell 
* you: for I queſtion whether he knows 
* himſelf: in ſhort, fir, he is out of his 
ce mind, and if ſo be in ſuch acaſe a 
„ man can give any account of himſelf 

or his affairs, tis more than 1 know.” 


But 1 ſuppoſe you can tell where 
« thoſe who have the management of 
G 4 < his 
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18 his affairs are to be met with?“ WO 

Þ Bonfoy. 

| | « Why you mult ax ſquire Weſt at 9 
10 | « the grove yonder.” 1 
| - „Well but cannot we, in the mean 

i'l « time, ſaid Revel, ſee the houſe, as 

a there ſeems to be ſomebody on the 
190 “ ſpot to ſhew it.“ 

| Squire Weſt, replied the man, has 4 

1. s put in ſomebody till he can 9 N ; 
10 cx.” 


Bonfoy then deſired him to knock at 
the door, and aſk if they 23 ee hwy 
houſe. 


A tight young girl opened the door, 
and upon Bonfoy's advancing and re- 
peating the queſtion he had addreſſed 


— — — rA» 
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to the countryman, ſaid * would. go,, 


and aſk her miſtreſs. 


dhe returned M few? moments ; and) 
. aſked- the te friends to-walke in. | | Sil 


Thee Natel to whidhe ſhe introduced? 
them was ſitting in a pleaſant parlour; 
furniſhed in an. elegant ſtyle, and had. a. 
very amiable. appearance; though ſhe 
had rather. a melancholy: one. She: 
advanced, however, with her work in. 
her hand to welcome the unknown. * 
tors... 


— 


The two travellers made' ek * po- 
 liteſt apologies they could for their 1 in 
truſion. Bonfoy added, that on we 
informed the houſe was to be diſpoſe 
of, he had taken the liberty to defire” 
to fee it: but that if the gratification: 
of his curioſity would be attended with.” 


"5. the 
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the leaſt inconvenience, he _ his 
requeſt might be denied. 


The lady replied * a moſt ob- 
liging ſmile, that ſhe could venture to 
affirm he could not make any improper 

* - requeſt, and that ſhe would, therefore, 

readily ſhew him the houſe, 


Revel, tickled at the ern 1 
viſibly ſparkled in her eyes while he 
caſt them on thoſe of his friend, and 
the inſenſibility with which he beheld 
ber, tipped him a ſignificant glance: 
that glance, however, ſeemed to be quite 

thrown away upon him, as well as the 
looks of his fair conductreſs, who, after 
having explained to him every con- 
venience and inconvenience belonging 
0 the habitation in queſtion, deſired 
him and his friend to ſit down and ac. 
cept of ſome refreſhments, 


The 
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wat 
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The latter kind offer they both re- 
fuſed; but as Revel made a motion to 


accept of the former, Bonfoy n not 
well decline it. 4 


When * were ſeated, the lady 
told them that it was not in her power 
either to lett the houſe, or to ſell it. 
* It is at preſent my brother's property, 
« if—continued the with a ſigh—a man 
1 Zadek to be infane, can be Gaia to have 

va legal title to any. But Mr. Wet, at 
the grove,” added ſhe, while a ſecond 
figh heaved her gentle boſom, © is our 
friend, and has promiſed that I ſhall 
not ſuffer from my elder brother's in- 
« ſanity, or from my younger brother's 
« tyranny, He will not, he ſays, part 
with the houſe, except I have the li- 
<* berty of occupying a room in it, and 
I am very ready to make the houſe 
as agreeable as I can to the gentleman. 
© "2 
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< who.comes into the nn 1 the 
Leſtate.“ 


So odd, and ſo uncommon a propo- 
ſal diſconcerted Bonfoy, but Revel was 
not a little diverted with it. The former 
roſe immediately to go: but the latter, 
having entered into converſation with 
the lady, ſeemed to be loth to accom- 
pany his friend; finding him, however, 
determined to depart, he took leave 
alſo: and when he had requeſted the 

' ſervant to inform him which was the 
way to Mr. Weſt's, ſtruck into hat 
road with great eagerneſs. 


Bonfoy, not quite fatisfied with his 
route, aſked him whither he was 9 
. | 

42 Weſt's, * he, Si ar 
« «© houſe,” 
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5 Stay 


e Stay a little, chen, ſaid Bonfoy : : it 
« will not do for me. : © 
te That is more than you can, tell; 
« Jet us hear the terms; it appears to 


&« be the very place you was - mpg 
N. for,” 


d 


« The: ſituation. and the W are, 
6. I allow, both deſirable, bur wa 


66 What —15 not the * as 
« geſirable alio? She ſeems to me to be 
< a very fine, warm, romantic genius 


« and exceedingly proper for aicompa- 


2 * nion in the country, where a man may 
3 be puzzled to find out a ſoft ſoothing 
3 4 n for the ſummer ſeaſon.” | 
1 « She may be ſo, ſaid Bonfoy, gravely, 


by but ſhe will not ſuit ne. 


| | 1 YO Pſhaw! 
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71 7 Plhaw! I hope you have not 1 1 
| te learnt of Singleton. to ſhun the whole 


66 ſex. == 


Do 1 ſhun the whole ſex, becauſe I 
do not chuſe to live in a houſe with a 
e trange woman whom I know nothing 
6c of: 92 


That would de no objection to me 

The more ſtrange ſhe is, the more di- 

a « yerting ſhe will be: J am ſure, at 

_ ©& leaſt, ſhe will be new; and novelty i is. 
always agreeable.” | oi bb 


« Ie may be ſo toos, bur ani of 
different opinion. WD off; 


bs Well! let us go to Welt however, 1 
e ſaid Revel, and make ſome enquiries ..= 
< about her. She appears to me to.be 
« an oddity in her way, as well as Sin- 
« oleton,” 


9 - 


55 Bonfoy 
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Bonfoy finding that he could not turn 
his friend from his purpoſe, followed 
him to the grove. 


On defiring to ſpeak with Mr. Weſt, 
they were conducted into a parlour, in 
which all the family happened to be 
aſſembled. Among the reſt, Bonfoy re- 
cognized the Miſs Weſt whom he had 
fo lately ſeen at Singleton-ball. © 


A crimfon bluſh immediately over- 
ſpread the face of that young lady, as 
the roſe at his entrance; and upon her 
father's looking at her as if he wanted 
an explanation of her behaviour, ſhe 
announced Mr. Bonfoy as the man who 
had ſaved her the night on which ſhe 
was alarmed by the cry of fire, at Mr. 
| Singleton's 8 houſe. 


It was now Bonfoy's turn to bluſh at 
the civil things ſhe ſaid of him to her 


father, 


father, who paid him, directly, all pro- 
+ per acknowledgments. Revel, ſeeing; 
Wt that his friend was rather embarraſſed, 
8 interpoſed. —** We come, Sir, faid he, 
= « to Mr. Weſt, to deſire one informa- I 
* 15 S tion about the little cottage in your 4 
_  * nezghbourhood, which my fellow. tra. 
. L veller wiſhes to eee 


— Ae 


n as :foon: as he had ſpoken: 
thoſe words, frowned on him, that he 
might ſay no more; but all his ſignals. 
were diſregarded—Revel proceeded, and. = 
_ aſked a number of queſtions relating to 
tho houſe, and the preſent inhabitant of 
it, who appeared. to be, he added, ſo 
agrecable, that no body could have the 
leaſt objection to her Jociety;. 


1 | . frowned on has, again, but. 
* as he either did not, or would not ſee 
his correcting looks, he went on with 
ſaying that he thought the lady diſco- 


vered | 
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2 ſomethingiof a charater, and that | 
re eee FH 0. a origi ; 
dale 2 8 
« * 9 Mr. Wet, the 1 is an 
4 original, indeed, poor girl! ſhe is not 
« ſo happy as we could wiſh her; and 
< yet I believe her unhappineſs is, ſome- 
how, owing, to herſelf. She very early 
*.in life took a fancy to read nothing 
but romances;. and in reading them 
has not only greatly mis-ſpent her 
< time, but moſt abſurdly regulated her 
plan of life upon them entirely. This 
“ courſe of reading has thrown her into 
<« perplexities from which ſhe will find 
it difficult to diſengage herſelf; ſhe 
<< has, however, made herſelf ſo familiar 
© with. perplexities, that ſhe, is not af- 
<« fected. by things whieh would prove 
9 extremely diſtreſſing to other people. 
« She is actually fond of entanglements 


— Lenden and does not, 1 


<« believe, 


138 The I. 0 G ET. 


* « affair in my — n ber 


% favourite authors about the manner 
© in which ſhe is to conduct herſelf, 
Her imagination too is ſo quick, me 
« ſhe has ſuch an exuberance of r 
© mantic ideas, that ſhe ſtarts more ex- 
0 pedients i in a minute, than other peo- 
ple with ſober fancies can think of in 
&« a twelve month. But then ſhe meets 
«* with frequent diſappointments by act- 
ing agreeably to her own falſe ideas 
* of propriety: and her actions, in con- 
* ſequence of thoſe ideas, frequently 
make her appear to others in a very 
& diſadyantageous light: a light in 
« which ſhe would never, it is proba- 
& ble; appear, if her head was as free 
« from error, as her heart is from evil. 
Setting afide this romantic part of her 
_ © character, ſhe is a ſenſible, agreeable 
* woman. She lived very tolerably with 
— n Malpas till he died: ſo little 
Athen 


* 
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& then remained for her, that I, who 
4 am one of her truſtees, invited her 
„ qown here to ſtay till ſhe could meet 
with a place more to her mind. Soon 
< afterwards her brother purchaſed the 
© cottage you mentioned, and preſſed 
„ her to come and live with him, de- 
<« claring, that whether he married or 
<* not, ſhe ſhould always have a room 
ein the houſe—She accepted of his of- 
fer; but—I don't know how it hap- 
* pened—nor where the fault lay Mr. 1 
Burton was obliged, by having lived | 
< too faſt, to ahſcond. He has ſince | 
been much diſordered in his head, as 
<< he was imprudent in the management 
of his affairs. He is now confined 
© to a mad-houſe. His fifter remains 4 
in the cottage, but it muſt be diſ- * 
< poſed of for the benefit of his credi- 
tors. Nobody, however, has yet been 
willing to purchaſe it, becauſe Mrs, 
_ # Malpas claims a right to continue in 
« the 


9 
== 
= 
i 
: 
. 
1 
1 
1 


— nn. 
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the apartment in which her brother | 
* r her. 955 | 


1 Heb continuance can be no objec- 
% tion, I imagine, ſaid Revel haſtily ; 
« T am certain, indeed, that no man 


<.can' diſapprove of the ſociety of 0 


ect a _ 4&4 


Here nate frowned again, and 
even jogged his friend; but finding 
that he paid no regard to his hints of 


any ſort, that all his ſigns could not 


make him hold his tongue about him, 
exclaimed at * Are you mad, Re- 
vel!“ 


« Not quite, replied he, to ſuffer you 
to neglect ſuch an opportunity of 
s ſettling yourſelf ſo pleaſantly.” 


Lou ſurely do not know what you 
are talking of,” ſaid Bonfoy, colour - 
23 ing. 


us 
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ing with vexation; and the more ſo, 
as having accidentally caſt his eyes 


on Miſs Weſt, he ſaw hers fixed on 
bim: he alſo ſaw violent changes in her 


countenance, pale and red by turns. 
He was now, therefore, doubly diſcon- 


certed: he was totally aſhamed of- his 


friend, who though ſincerely attached 


to him,. yet, from the unluckineſs of 


his temper, which prompted him to 


enjoy and promote a ſcene of the kind 


before him, could not hinder himſelf 
from carrying it as far as it would go. 


Bonfoy had often endured this hu- 


mour of his friend with great patience, 
and has even joined in the laugh, but 
felt himſelf at this time by no means © 
inclined to be pleaſed with his mirtn. 
Reyel perceived the uneaſy ſituation of 


his mind, and as plainly diſcerned the 


cauſe of it, which Bonfoy himſelf, tho? 
a N concerned, had not quite ſo 


clearly 


— . . en ONE 


142 The L O OCE E x. 


clearly diſcovered. He found himſelf 
more and more embarraſſed and con- 
Fuſed on being expoſed before Mr. Weſt 
and his family, yet Revel paying ſmal! 
attention to his painful ſenſations, con- 
tinued to praiſe the cottage, and to mix 
encomiums on the _ inhabitant | f 
of it. = 


Mr. Weſt, who 8 willing to 
get rid of the cottage in queſtion, took 
advantage of the ſilence of Bonfoy, 
which he conſtrued into acquieſcence, 
and preſſed both him and Revel to 
ſpend theevening with him : adding, that 
| they might, the next day, take another 
view of the place. 


Revel very readily conſented ; but 
Bonfoy would on no account accept of 
the invitation. He did not, indeed, 
abſolutely refuſe to come to terms re- 
1 to the purchaſe of the cottage; 


on 


on the cantrary, he rather ſeemed EY 
ling to treat about it, but diſcovered at 
the ſame time, an eager defire to remove 
to an inn in the neighbourhood to which 
they had ordered their horſes. Revel, 
however, ever diſpoſed to company and 
mirth, over-· ruled the laſt. motion, and 
prevailed upon * — to any 1 
he WAS... i ' 


* 


Durin the whole evening 2 crea- 


ture could be more lively and entertain- 


ing than Revel; nobody ever ſat more 
ſilent than Bonfoy. As Miſs Aſh was 
ſtill at the grove, the former renewed 


eh acquaintance with ber and. Miſs 
Weſt. | | ; 


Miſs. Weſt ned 3 but 
why Singleton and his oddities were 
mentioned, both the ladies ſaid that 
though they were alarmed at the acci- 
dent which had brought them to Sin- 


” gleton- 


8 
* rr err rr 
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had ſeen the owner of it, as they had 
long before heard of his particularities, 
but never could a; my ed * o 
account me | oft . 


Miſs Ach dd ſhe 8 . 


Grace ſeemed to be in every reſpect as 
odd as her brother, om ooh in a very 


nn way. 


2 ſubſcribed to ber opinion, 1 


Ang, however, that there was a noble 


ſpirit of benevolence and koſpitality in 
both, which made large amends for 
any failings either of them might diſ- 
cover. Were they, indeed, conti- 
„ tinued he, of different, of leſs ani- 


© mated diſpoſitions, the diverſion which 


their ſingularies afford their friends 
18 carries an Eg for chem. * 


Miſs 


Miſs Welt particularly aſſented to 
this; and her aſſent drew Bonfoy's * 
upon her: but he ſaid nothing. 


At an early hour after ſupper, the 


at his houſe, 


Revel aſked Bonfoy whether he intend- 
ed to treat about the cottage. 


J never ſaw-a place which I liked 
< better for its ſituation, replied he, 


„ and if Weſt, who has, I find, the diſ- 
% poſal of it, and I can agree about 


« the . 1 ſhall not heſitate a mo- 
"on ment.” 


% Itis too ſmall, I think, ſaid Revel, 
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travellers both inſiſted upon retiring to 
their inn, though Mr. Welt very ftrong- 
ly invited them to accept of apartments 


As ſoon as they were by themſelves, 


< and at too great a diſtance from Lon- 


<< don, to come very high,” 


Vol. I. . If 


* 
= 


* 
» 
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« If I could get poſſeſſion of it with- 


* out any incumbrances— 


« Why, you do not, 1 hope, ſaid 


Revel laughing, call the widow an 
ä &« * incumbrance? "<p | 


Indeed but I do, replied "3 


e and cannot think of buying a houſe 


< to give her a part of it: I can amuſe 
< myſelf with characters I meet with 
<< abroad, but do not chuſe to have 
them brought home to me. 


The next day Mr. Weſt called on 
them, and appeared very deſirous of 


coming to an agreement with Bonfoy, 
who perſiſted in declining it, if Mrs. 


Mal pas adhered to her ſuppoſed raght. 
| Revel then laughing, told Weſt that 


his friend might poſſibly have a lady 


of his own to n in the cottage. 


What? 


n 8 
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« What? Is he going to be Hs 
« ſaid Welt.” 


Bonfoy himſelf anſwered in the nega- 
tive: declaring, however, at the ſame 
time, that he had not taken an oath 
never to marry: * Were I to bring 
„home a wife, continued he, I ſhould. 
< diſconcert Mrs, Malpas I ſuppoſe.” 


No, no, replied Weſt; not in the 
< leaſt; ſhe is not ſoon diſconcerted; 
© ſhe has been accuſtomed to ſo many 
real changes, and holds herſelf pre- 
prepared to meet with ſo many ima- 
„ ginary ones, that you cannot well 


put her out of her way But come, 


* added he, you muſt talk with her a 
< little yourſelf, and then you will be 
* convinced that what 1 tell hs is 
2 true.“ 


Hz _ By 


0 0 — ROW 
. — — — 7 


OO — — 
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By this time they reached the tot: 
tage, and found the lady ready for their 
approach. She received them in the 


moſt pictoreſque attitude imaginable. 
- Riſing from a ſopha, on which ſhe was 

| half-reclined, with a book in her hand, 
the, with an affected e intreated 
2 to ſit. 


Weſt told * has Mr. Bonfoy: was 
ready to purchaſe the houſe provided 


he could have at entirely to himſelf. 


| In anſwer to this addreſs ſhe ſaid that 
ſhe would quit her apartment as ſoon as 


| ſhe could ſettle herſelf conveniently, 


and that ſhe only deſired leave to re- 
main there till ſhe had nn her- 


ſelf. 


Revel and Weſt then told Bonfoy 


that he could not well refuſe her re- 


queſt: 
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queſt: he, therefore, conſented, though 
rather with reluctance, to Mrs. Mal- 


puas's remaining in her apartment till 


the could more agreeably provide for 
herſelf. This was a buſineſs not eaſilyx 
to be accompliſhed. The widow, in 
fact, had not the ſmalleſt inclination to 
remove, being in hopes of changing: 
her name a/ ſecond time, as ſhe hack 
never ſeen a man whom ſhe did not 
hope to convert into a lover, at leait. 
She almoſt believed, indeed, that every 
man who looked at her, beheld her with 
the eyes of affection. Having read of 
many men, ſtruck with women at firſt 
fight, ſhe really fancied that both their 
hearts and heads were full of nothing 
but the ſweet paſſion of love; and that 
every man caught fire at the ſight of a 
pretty girl, like a piece of tinder, 
knowing, by fatal experience, that ſhe 
herſelf was compoſed of the moſt com- 
buſtible materials, and that the ſlighteſt 
Hz park 


4 
} | 
| 
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ſpark was ſufficient to ſet her in a 
flame. A woman of this diſpoſition, 
conſequently, could not be very fafe in 
a houſe, alone, with a young fellow of 


the ſame humour; it was, therefore, by 


no means prudent in her to think of 
continuing at the cottage. But though 
ſhe could not ftay there prudently, 
her refidence there was very conve- 
nient, and as it was fo, ſhe reſolved 
not to decamp. F 246 


Bonfoy, after having taken a more 
accurate view of the houſe and furni- 
ture, intending to purchaſe them to- 
gether, returned with Revel to the 
inn, though Weſt urged them very 
earneſtly to dine with him. | 


While they were walking to the 
inn, and afterwards, Bonfoy ſeemed un- 
commonly thoughtful, and more than 

| 1 once 
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once expreſſed a wiſh that the houſe: 
which he was on the point of purchaſ- 
ing, had been quite: free from. an inha- 
bitant, as he did not, at that time, 
defire. to have connections with. Mrs. 
rn von any account. 


If her being in the houſe is ſo 
% diſagreeable to you, then, ſaid Re- 
vel, relinquiſh all thoughts of it at 
% once: give up your deſign, indeed, 


« of taking any houſe at all, and re- 


© turn to town when you have ſeen 
ce every thing worth obſervation in this 
«© part of the country; if you do not 
rather chuſe to extend your firſt plan, 
„by making the tour of Wales, as 
© we are now fo near it.“ 


* By no MP 8 Bonfoy : "i 


were I to travel all the world over, 
& I do not know that I could meet 
« with a. more eligible retreat, I like 


H 4 this 


| 
| 
i 
| 
; 
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this houſe, I like the grounds belong- 
Ling to it; I am particularly pleaſed 
with the ſituation: 1 have no object- 
« tion but to this very math 
„woman, who is quite in my *** 


One would think, ſaid Revel, that 
« you had caught the infection from 
Singleton, and were become a pro- 
<« fefſed woman-hater,” 


Indeed you are very much miſ- 
<* taken, anſwered Bonfoy ; and yet I 
have conceived ſo high an opinion 

© of the goodneſs of Singleton's heart, 
% and of his underſtanding too, odd as 
„you may think me for ſaying ſo, that 
« I cannot tell how to believe him ſo 
„ much in the wrong as you ſeem to 
„ jmagine he is. His modes of think- 
ing are extraordinary; yet they are 
<« rational, as women certainly occa- 
« e a great deal of trouble and vex- 

| TC ation 
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ation, even when they give us moſt. 
<« pleafure :- and I imagine, that upon 
« a juſt computation, thoſe are moſt 


9 happy, who have leaſt to do wich 
* „them.“ | 


& Thoſe men do not deſerve to be- 
< happy with women, ſaid Revel, who- 
* think ſo of them. Were not the two 
* ſexes created to contribute. to each, 
© others pleaſure: ? To aſſiſt each other. 
jn their Journey through life? Were 
* not women given us. to ſoften our 
e cares, as well as to enhance our 
« joys? Where, indeed, can Joy be. 
„found without them? Would not the 
% univerſe begin to be depopulated, 
e and become a barren deſart. Were 
call men like Singleton and you! 
« Singleton has, no doubt, met with 
* ſome falſe deluding fair one, and fhe- 
” bas, by deceiving him, given him az 

H 5 cc * diſguſt. 
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« diſguſt and averſion to her whole ſex: 


<* but you who have not received any 
« ſuch rebuffs, you who might be a 
« firſt favourite with the moſt i inviting 

<« women of the age, have no reaſon to 
<* ſhun them, to ſpeak ſlightly of them, 
<« to hold them ſo cheap—You are very 
* ungrateful, * Bonfoy.“ 


« And to whom, pray, am I un- 
* + grateful; ? faid Bonfoy, haſtily—— 
«« Where is the woman to whom I am 
*« indebted for any regard? To whom 
« 1 am obliged for condeſcending to 
* entertain a favourable W of 
cc me: 2 | 


© To Miſs Weſt, replied. Revel, 


« calmly, fixing his eyes full on his 
s friend's face.” 


Te E GCE. 1885 


Bonfoy, on being ſo. looked at, felt 


che agitation of his ſpirits. increaſe to a 
very great degree. He changed co- 
lour, and caſt down his eyes; then: 
raiſed them up with a timidity as if he 
was apprehenſive. of having ſomething 
diſcovered in his countenance, ſome- 
thing which he earneſtly wiſhed, and. 
ſtudiouſiy endeavoured to conceal ;. 
then he again rivetted them on the 


floor—ſaying ſomething ſoftly to Miſs 


Welt, and after a ſhort pauſe, hurried 
to the fartheſt part of the room. 


Ves, replied Revel following Kt!” 
„to Miſs Weſt, who, when ſhe firſt” 
„ ſaw you at Singleton's, diſtinguiſhed. 
you from every man preſent, as you 

4 did her from every woman.“ 4 


1 4 
> Z 
- 


„Did 12—Did Wefers Best 


foy, ſtammering - Did 1?——Did' 
< ſhe?” Then, running up to Revel, 


2 
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and claſping him in his arms — % My 
dear Jack, continued he, tell me, 
tell me ſincerely, did you really ſee 

any — for me in that amiable 
45 t 3 


Oh! Oh! replied Revel, laugh- 
“ing Tis come out at laſt, is it? 
„ But, prythee, my dear Charles, ſtand 
off, or you will, by fancying you 
* have. got Miſs Weſt in your arms, 
ſqueeze me to death. 


4 Pſhaw! cried Bonfoy; let me en- 
joy in idea, what will never be rea- 
* lized, and do not awake me from a 
« dream of imaginary delight. Rather 
A tell me, in order to keep up the 
« charming deluſion, tell me, I con- 


jure you, if ever you actually ob- 


* ſerve any thing in the looks of the 
* dear girl, which had the ſmalleſt ap- 
« pearance of an inclination for me? 

EIn ] 
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« I know it can come to nothing, yet 


] ſhould be enraptured at the bare 


idea of being diſtinguiſhed by ber.“ 


« Well, well, anſwered Revel; ſtand 


« off, I ſay; theſe ecſtatic fellows are 
ce ſo troubleſome—I dare not tell you 
cc what I think, leſt you ſhould be 
& quite diſtracted with my informa- 
< tion; for you are half mad already.” 


I am, indeed, to think of a woman 
e of her fortune and expectations: yet 
the aſſurance of being eſteemed by 
« her, would give my touched heart 


" pe inexpreſſible.” AT: 


« And 4 ſhould you ee her 
ſo much above you, ſaid Revel: A 


man of ſenſe and breeding, with a 


competency, is even preferable to a 


« man 1 and moſt 


« affluent 


7 
— — __ 
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A. en fortune, who is deſtitute of 


% underſtanding, or deficient in beha- 
* A. * want of a liberal educa- 


« tion.“ 


ris It may be fo, : replied he: and yet 


] am ſure Mr. Weſt will never give 


« his * to me. 


40 1 know then what I would do were 
« ] in your place—I would take her 
without any ceremony at all.” 


% You, would? And do not you 
„look upon the ſtealing of a child 
from her parents as a criminal action? 
A man may be well able to bear the 
e loſs of his gold: ſuch a loſs is not 
« irreparable: he may fill his empty 
« purſe again: but he who. is robbed. 
Hof a virtuous, amiable daughter, what 
can make him amends for the cruel 
theft? 
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« theft? —Beſides, ſuppoſing * daugh- 
<« ter perſonally returned to him, can 
ce he think her as eſtimable as ſhe was 
e before her mind was corrupted; be- 
« fore her affections were alienated 
« from him? When ſhe had been 
taught to conſider her diſobedience,” 
c her breach of filial duty, as a venial 
% fault, and told that by giving a loaſe* 
eto her own inclination, ſhe obeyed 

« the firſt law of unerring nature? 
Could you be fond of a woman, who 
“ would, departing from the delicacy 
of her ſex as a woman, as well as 
“from her duty as a daughter, fly 
« from the arms of an indulgent pa- 
« rent, into yours; knowing at the 

<« ſame. time, ſhe ſhould plant daggers 

in the . breaſt of that parent by her- 
* diſobedience and deſertion? ou 
could not, I think take any ſatisfac- 
tion in the poſſeſſion of a woman 


8 upon 
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« upon ſuch terms. — Cool reflection 
e would ſurely embitter all the joys 
« you had promiſed ' yourſelf in the: 
« giddy moments of amorous expecta- 
tion Reflections would embitter 
your joys, and repentance ſeverely 
6, puniſh you for every unfair proceed- 


cc ing for the accompliſhment of your 
« deſires.” 


« What a preachment is here? an- 
e ſwered Revel, merely about aſking 
« a girl to do what you ſee ſhe has a 
< mind to? But I believe you-are right, 
« Bonfoy ; J am certain; indeed; that 
« you are right: and yet, when I ſee 


an avaritious old father doing every 


ce thing in his power to prevent his 
« daughter from being happy with a 
c deſerving young fellow—like yout- 
« ſelf, Charles, added he — clapping 
« TP? on or” ſhoulder; I confeſs, I 
think 


4 
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think there is ſcarce any puniſhment 
<< ſufficiently ſevere for him.“ 


Jou are partial to me, my friend, 


« ſaid Bonfoy; but if you are ſure 


« that Miſs Weſt is alſo partial to me, 
1 ſhall be ſatisfied for the preſent. 
AI muſt leave the completion of all 
„my wiſhes, with regard to her, to 
„ Time, However, ſince you have 


found me out, my dear Jack, I may 
< tell you that my paſſion for the amia- 
„ ble Miſs Weſt, and the hopes of 
_ « gratifying it in ſome degree by being 


% ſo near her, can alone make me con- 


<« ſent to purchaſe this little cottage 


<< with ſo unreaſonable a proviſo tacked 


« to the ſale of it. I cannot by any 


means reliſh the widow's having an 
<< apartment in it. Were not this lit- 
< tle ſpot ſo near the houſe which con- 
« tains the woman whom I almoſt 


« adore, 


* 
— —y— — .. * — — — — — — — — — we 
—— 
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« adore, I would not beſtow a nh 


« upon it.“ 


Here the entrance of the landlord 
to aſk them what they would be pleaſed 
to beſpeak for dinner, interrupted their 
tete a tte, which began to grow very 
intereſting. Bonfoy requeſted Revel 
not to breathe the lighteſt whiſper of 
what he had told him relating to his 


paſſion for Miſs Weſt, Revel called 
him the moſt unaccountable of lovers, 
* ſuppoſe, continued he, that you 
* will keep your paſſion. a ſecret even 
< from the fair object herſelf.” 


After dinner, Mr. Weſt called upon 
them, and the next. morning was fixed 
for the meeting a lawyer at the grove, 
for the adjuſtment of every thing about 
the purchaſe of the cottage. As ſoon 
as that bufineſs was done, and Bonfoy 

had 
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had taken poſſeſſion of the premiſes, 
he purpoſed to return to Singleton-hall. 
To that hoſpitable manſion he ad- 
journed in the evening, and found the 
brownny and ſiſter in a bas gh debate. 


Mrs. vn was iu fing upon going 


to pay a viſit to ſome new neighbours 
juſt come to ſettle in the country near 
them, and affirming with great vehe- 
mence, that they expected the proper 
compliment upon ſuch occaſions. 

Singleton replied — They may ex- 
e pect a viſit from us, perhaps, but 
they may not, therefore, deſire vi- 
&« fits, Were the expectations of molt 
“people anſwered, they would in the 
« end find themſelves, diſappointed. It 
<< 18 a greater compliment to ſome peo- 
« ple to let them alone, than to give 
_ © ourſelves any trouble about them.” _ 


This 
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This laſt aſſertion was beyond Mrs. 
Grace's comprehenſion ; ſhe, therefore, 
continued to declare that ſhe would go; 
ſhe alſo :»/ited upon her brother's go- 
ing with her. By fo doing, ſhe pro- 
voked him ſo much, that he, at laſt, 
r refuſed to nnen her. 


« Well ies, replied the, ſince thats 
e is no perſuading you to be civil, only 
* promiſe me that you will fee our new 
« neighbours when they come here; 
and I will go by mytelf.” 


Revel, who was: ever looking out in | 
ſearch of ſomething amuſing, imme- 
diately aſked who theſe hl 


ook Why, a parcel of 1 imper- 

* tinent women, cried Singleton; ſtimu- 
es * lated * Mrs. Grace's teazing beha- 
viour 
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<< yiour to expreſs himſelf with an un- 
< uſual vehemence; a vehemence for 
„which he generally condemned him- 
<« ſelf in his cooler moments No 
ſooner, therefore, were the above words 
out of his mouth, than he wiſhed to 
recall them. Turning to his ſiſter, 'he 
added“ Why will you provoke me, 
„Grace, beyond all bearing? You 
« know very well that there are . 
things which I never can digeſt : 

yet know too that the mixing . a 
s ſet of tattling women is my parti- 
& cular averſion. If you will, viſit 


« your new neighbours, you muſt go 
< to them by yourſelf. | »- 


1 a, addreſſing kimtelr to Revel 
and Bonfoy, he gave them the moſt 
Cordial welcome, and aſſured them that 
they had conferred a great favour on 
him by coming back to the Hall: add- 
Wer, chat he hoped they would now 

ſpend 
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ſpend the remainder of 4 dune 
*. him. | f 


nenten akon, ed bim of "M 
purchaſe he had made, and begged he 
would honour him with his company 
at the cottage, where he — to be 
ſettled nn time. 


e Phat iss ſaid-Revelylapphing, when 


* 


cc he has ale mik of a certain 


incumbrance; for I imagine you 
ill hardly enter his e while 
* e 18 there. TY 


* 


1 


5 He TR not got a woman there, 
We ſurely !” ſaid Singleton, with more 


* _—_ he ne 1 tr 
Nd, coptind Revel, but ſhe has got 


him; ſhe has actually taken him in 
. - * finely, for ſhe poſitively refuſes to 


W — the premiſes: he muſt, conſe- 
* quently 
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e quently, either live with ber, Ot not 
« live at the cottage at all!” 


d Who would have taken a houſe 
« upon ſuch terms? ſaid Singleton: 
& A man had better, a thouſand times, 
<« be dead, then exiſt upon ſuch con- 
editions. If men did but conſider 
<6 how many N heavy .evils—eyils never 


to be remedied — women bring upon 


<« the world, they would, certainly, 


avoid them, as they would the, moſt 


< noxious, the moſt venemous animals 
in the creation.“ 


« And yet, notwithſtanding this ſe- 


* vere ſpeech againſt women, ſaid Re- 
„ vel, we cannot live without them. 
Are we not indebted to women for 
our exiſtance? Why then all thoſe 
invectives againſt the fair ſex ? 


« Becauſe 
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« Becauſe they often occaſion the 


© moſt exquiſite miſery in the world ? 


« Becauſe they always give more pain 
than -pleaſure: can any thinking, 


e rational creature wiſh to be connected 


« with beings who are continually di- 
« ſturbing the peace of ſociety ? Who 


* * are Never———» 


There is no aying how Jong Mr. 
Singleton would have proceeded in his 
ſtrictures againſt the female ſex, had 


'not Mrs. Grace, finding herſelf unable 
to ſit another moment a patient hearer, 
and rouzed by his ſcurrility—as ſhe, 


without mincing the matter, called it 


told him, * that ſhe was ſure he was a 
«ſcandal to his ſex—So far from de- 


« ſiring you to ſee the ladies, continued 


<« ſhe, I would have you kept out of 
their way, for fear you ſhould affront 


them. You are the rudeſt man living, 

« believe, to women; and I am cer- 
* tain 

„ Falls 
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0 tain, that thoſe who are once ac- 
« quainted with you, will never deſire 


* to ſee you again: they will be ob- 


liged to you for Keeping out oe their 
fight.“ 


Nay, now dear madam, ſaid Re- 


„vel, you are too hard upon my 
friend. He is always polite to ladies 
„Who have any claim to his civility, 
and only diſcovers his indifference to 
„women who have been undeſerving 
* of his attention. — Leave it to me, 
& madam, continued he, in a low voice 


0 and ſee your neighbours, and 


< I will undertake to prevail on Mr. 
<« Singleton to receive them when they 
return your viſit.” mw 


« You are a good creature, Mr. 
© Revel, ſaid ſhe, with an obliging 


* ſmile, then, turning to Bonfoy, ſhe 
Yor. I. "i S aſked 15 


———— — — * 
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* aſked him, with ſome degree of 
< anxiety what woman he had got in 


6 his houſe.” | 


£ 
* 


In SV EA to this requeſt, he related 


all that had paſſed between Mr. Weſt, 


Mrs. eee and himſelf. 


akon who Gu by; with difficulty 
curbed his impatience till the little nar- 
ration was cloſed: he then exclaimed 
again, Who would have taken a houſe 


with ſuch a confounded clog annexed 
* to it? You certainly had loſt your 


4 fenſes when you entered into ſo ab- 
* ſurd an agreement.“ 


„What? to have a young woman, 


4 and a pretty woman in the houſe with 


one? ſaid Revel. No, ſurely—No- 
thing can be more convenient than 2 
4 0 Ae 0 upon the ſpot: Were 

oy #1 in 
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I in Bonfoy's place, I ſhould be quite 


< pleaſed to have every thing ſo handy 
< about me.” 


ou may have women enough about 
< you, ſaid Singleton, if you give them 
< ſuch encouragement: they are ſuffi- 
ciently troubleſome to thoſe who ne- 
ver trouble themſelves concerning : -1 
« them at all.” 3 5 


Mrs. Grace now weary of her bro- ö 
cher's ſatirical ſpeeches, and relying up- 
on Revel's promiſe, told him ſhe would 
go and make the neceſſary preparations 
for her viſit; adding, that ſhe was ſure 
Mrs, Seley and her neices, Lady Har- 
riot, and Lady Bell to be, muſt have 1 

thought her the moſt unſociable of all 
human beings, 8 


. "os 


* 
— 
A n 
: : 
| 
S 
— 
* * 


— a 4 
1 neon: 


2952 _ 


in Te LOCEST. 

No ſooner had ſhe left the room than 
Singleton exclaimed, *« What a furi- 
* ous rage forgadding and goſſipping 
has ſeized every female ſince the 
| | creation of the world? The very 


g * * . — o 
, : ** 8 . 
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| « firſt woman could in no ſhape be 

| « confined: ſhe would ramble from 
q | <« her huſband, and rather than not 
talk ar all, ſhe would gollip with 
* the devil himſelf,” 


The concluding words of this laſt 
a; ſpeech were delivered with an unuſual 
| 5 zocularity. Singleton was really pleaſed 
F to fee Bonfoy and Revel return to him, 
Ad and felt his ſpirits lighter than they 
A Z had been for ſome days, rejoicing at 

| Mrs. Grace's abſence, even though ſhe 
was gone to make an acquaintance with 
people whom he moſt in the world 
diſliked. Few perſons, indeed, could 
be 
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be more unſuitable to him or to his 
ſiſter than the above-mentioned ladies ; 
the honourable Mrs. Seley being her- 
ſelf the only daughter of a viſcount, 

had married an earls brother: that 
earl, having two daughters left him by 
his wife, had entruſted them and their 
education to their uncle's widow, the 
only remaining female of an age and 
rank to entitle her to the care of two 
ſuch fine young women of quality. 
They had certainly fine perſons, but 
with regard to their underſtanding and 
manners, they were ſo exactly like the 
common run of our preſent young 
women, that they might have been 
pronounced more externally than inter- 
nally agreeable. 


However, different as theſe ladies 
were, in every reſpect, from Mrs. Grace 
Singleton, they received her viſit with 

 S - great 


174 The Een 


great ſatisfaction, merely becauſe ſhe 
appeared to them to be a new charac- 
ter. They were, in truth, exceedingly 
wieary of their ſituation, as it afforded 
but little variety, and their time began 
to hang heavy on their hands, though. 
they played, ſung, danced, drew, work - 
ed upon. the tambour, cut paper, col- 
lected butterflies, made landſcapes in 
human hair, and were capable of read- 
ing all the nove!s which had ever been 
wrote in French or Italian. Such a 
melange of various accompliſhments 
were ſufficient, it might have been ima- 
gined, not only to recommend the per- 
fons adorned with them to every man 
and woman of taſte, but to prevent 
them from being tired' of themſelves. 
Thoſe ladies, however, did not find 
their aceompliſnments fufficient to ac- 
celerate the flight of time agreeable +9 
their wiſhes. Accuſtomed from their 
earlieſt: 


r 
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earlieſt infancy to have every new toy 
for which they whimpered, they at 
length began to cry becauſe there were 
few things left for them to cry about. 
love only excepted. Not one of thoſe 
deſirable animals had made his pro- 
poſal either to Lady Bell or Lady Har- 
riot: they were continually, therefore, 
upon the Took out for the plaything 
which they were juſt arrived at a pro- 
per age to enjoy: but as the earl their 
father, was by no means equal to his 
wants, he had very little to beſtow upon 

his daughters, and ftill leſs to fpare 
towards procuring them advantageous 
propofals for life: they were kept down 
as much as poflible in the country, 
fince the death of their mother, as Mrs. 
Seley's jointure would not permit her 
to make an appearance ſuitable to her 
birth in London. However, though 
Mrs. Seley could not afford to live in 
the metropolis itſelf, ſhe had advanced 

| 14 above 
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above a days journey nearer to it, by 
having hired a houſe within half an 
hours drive from Singleton-hall. 


The ſight of Mrs. Grace Singleton 
was exceedingly welcome to all the 
ladies, and they pleaſed themſelves not 
a little with the thoughts of taking her 
to pieces after her departure, and of 
turning every thing belonging to her 
into ridicule, though ſhe was in no re- 
ſpect a laughable object. Mrs. Single- 
ton was, indeed, a fine woman of her 
age, and though dreſſed in the extre- 


mity of the faſhion, ſhe made à very 


decent, and not an ungrateful appear- 
ance. Yet as thete giddy young peo- 
ple wanted food for laughter, the firſt 
_ perſon who came in their way, and 
Who happened to differ, in the ſmalleſt 
. from their ſtandard of dreſs and 


behaviour, 
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behaviour, was, in their opinion, a pave 
oy whey for their mirth. 


Mrs. Gale at no times really ridicu- 
lous but when ſhe believed herſelf at- 
tractive in the eyes of men half as 
old as herſelf, gave a tolerable ac- 
count of her new acquaintance at her 
return, and ſaid, that ſhe thought they - 
would be very agreeable neighbours, 


if her brother could be PE. x to 
be ſociable. 


Revel aſſured her he would endea- 
vour to prevail on him to behave ac- 
cording to her deſires, 


In three days afterwards, when Mrs. 
Seley and her neices returned the viſit, 
Revel, who had, in that interval, found 
an opportunity to ingratiate himſelf 
exceedingly with Mr. Singleton, drew 

I; _ 
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him, half by perſuaſion, and half by 
compulſion, into the viſiting room. As 
ſoon as he made his appearance among 
the ladies, his aukward aſtoniſnment 
and timidity ſtruek them in. a moment: 
they were at once diverted with their 
new object before them, and beheld 
the baſhful batchelor with diſdain. 
Their contempt,. indeed, they pru- 

dently kept to themſelves, as the diſco- 
very of it might have defeated their 
deſigns; but. they determined to give 
a: looſe to their merriment; eſpecially: 


2s. they imagined, that by making Sin- 
gleton appear in a ridiculous light, 


they ſhould pay the greater court to 
Revel and Bonfoy, whom they hoped. 
to captivate: thinking that they would. 
not only ſerve to dangle-after-them, but 


that, if properly managed, they might 
prove characters of ſome conſequence 


to them. To work, therefore, they 
went immediate and by winks and 
nods, 
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nods, intermixed with laughs at Single- 
ton's odd looks, and ſtriking embarrai- 
ments, attempted to raiſe the mirth of 
the- company at his expence.. 


Bonfoy, ever feeling for the unhappy;. 
from whatever cauſe their misfortunes 
reſulted, propoſed a walk in the garden 
to Mrs. Grace, imagining that ſuch a 
movement would give his friend. an 
opportunity of eſcaping from the per- 
ſecution he endured: Singleton, not 
having penetration enough to ſee that 

Lady Bell and Lady Harriot laughed 
at him immenſely, only beheld them 
as a couple of ſilly gay girls, by no 
means worthy the notice of a man of 
ſenſe; but as he had no deſire, eon- 
ſidering them only i in that light, to be. 
near r them, he walked away. r pol 
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At that inſtant Revel, moſt un- 
luckily, held him faſt by the arm. 


Mrs. Seley availing herſelf of that 


bint, caught hold of his other arm, and 


began to run on upon all the modern 
topics of converſation with a fluency, 


which, while it delighted Revel, by 


fully anfwering his deſign, deafened the 
Poor juſtice, who made a multitude of 
efforts to difengage himſelf from the 
lady, but ſhe ſtuck fo cloſe to him that 


he could not with all his ſtruggling, 
ſhake her off. As a fiſh with the hook 
in its jaw flounces in order to get rid 


of it, but by flouncing only fixes it 
the more ſecurely; ſo poor Singleton 
found himſelf more in the power of his 
perſecutors, the more he ſtrove to re- 
cover A berty— Fe 5 now i ar to 11 


quite uneaſy. 


Mrs. Seley, 
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Mrs. Seley, being concerned in the 
frolick ſcheemed by her girls, graſped 
him with redoubled force, and thanked 


him for the aſſiſtance he afforded her, 


declaring, that without his friendly arm 
ſhe could not have walked a ſtep, or 
have ſet one foot before the other, 


Revel, after having given his new 
friend a jog, by way of prompting him 
to anſwer for himſelf, and finding him 
Gilent, thus apologized for his faci- 
turnity, = 
44 5g ſuperlatively bappy 1 in being capa- 


<« ble of afſiſting you.in any * . 
8 


This onnplinent was anſwered by 
Singleton with a frown, and he made 
freſh effort to get looſe, The two young 
ladies perceiving his intentions, began 


to titter, while they followed him with 
Mrs. Grace. 


* Mr. Singleton, madam, 


Lady 
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Lady Bell, ſlily twitching his hand- 
kerchief out of his pocket, cried, © Sir, 
"0 Sir, you have | dropped ſomething.” 


Singleton thought of nothing but 
the! to eſcape: from his confinement, 
began to thank her in his heart, and 
haſtily—rather angrily, deſiring Revel: 
to let him go, eee to Hoop for 


it. | | { 


1 


Pally Harriot bs ſtepping for- 
ward to prevent his leaying them and 
that was certainly his deſign ſlipped 
down, as if by accident, juſt at his 
feet. He then forcibly breaking from. 
Revel and Mrs. Seley, fell upon her, 
and Kicked. up his heels in the air, 
to the great diverſion, of all the. com- 


any. 


Pd 
: L's 5 


5 Lady Bell, very 8 to. let the 5 
Joke be loſt, ſeized both his hands, 
While: 
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while Be was riſing, and told him, that 
finee theſe were his tricks, he ſhould 


not leave them til me Lavin wana _ 
Liſter my nen 


(1479 13 4 +5 2.) 


0 


Reyel then, to carry on. n the jeft, +2 
with a well-affected ſolemnity of coun- 
renance,, « to be ſure, Mr. Singleton 
- dM = an refuſe the lady 4 Kis. uf 7 = 
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— 


28 Who 121 kiſs her? e 
he haſtily, with ſurprize— I'll kiſs no 


woman, I ſwear. - Let me go—Let 
* me go wonder women can be ſo 


indecent; though; indeed, we ought. 
not to. be furprized at any thing 
4 they do; wrt are ORGY o 19 


-:Gq abandoned: 01590110 Metal rites 
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b ; Ment" cried” ray Beu: we 
* jindecent! T am ſure it is more inde-- 
'G cent. to. take ſuch Vberties as tum- 
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< bling over ladies, and then refuſing 
to make any fort of reparations: A 


< modeſt kiſs is far more decent than 


% ſuch behaviour,“ added ſhe, with a 
leer at Revel, who, taking the hint, 
replied, Your ladyſhip is perfectly 
right, and inſtantly ſaluted her in a 
manner between the reſpeBful and 
e the amorous. He then called on 


| Bonfoy, who hung back a little at firſt 


having no great mind to follow his 
example; but thinking that he was 
expected to do ſo, the advanced and 
did as his friend had done. Revel, 
at the fame time, | wheelefl round to 


Lady Harriot, who ran laughing from 


him, on purpoſe to be caught. Having 
ſoon ſeized her, he brought her, by 
both hands, to Singleton, who had ſtood 
all the while in a kind of embarraſs- 
ment, as if he knew not whether. he 


| ſhoyld go or ſtay, — However, r. 


Revel's Mong, towards him, he 
| cried 
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cried, in a kind of hurry, © Pl touch 


none of them,” and ran off, Revel 
followed him, and inſiſted upon bring- 
ing him back to aſk pardon for his 
behaviour. He poſitively refuſed com- 
pliance, declaring that he never would 


have any thing to do with ſuch a ſet 
of impudent forward devils. Huſh, 


_ anſwered Revel, clapping his hand upon 


his mouth, that's too rough language. 
The poor girls only love a little play, 
and have a mind to a romping bout. 
Nothing elſe upon my word, Mr. Re- 


vel, ſaid Lady Hattiot laughing, but 


we are obliged to you for ſetting your 

friend right. * What a ſtrange formal 

ce creature it is,” continued ſhe in a 

low voice; © his unaccountable reſerve 

makes us long to plague him $ 
—Do eſp £ me.” 2 | 


« With 


„ r * 
* — — F — 
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* With all my heart, madam: but 
« you mult have ſome mercy upon him, 
or he will get quite away from us, 
and then we ſhall loſe all hopes of 
any farther diverſion.“ 


„ Lord! What an odd wretch it is; 
added Lady Bell: tis a ſtrange thing 
he cannot be brought to behave like 
other 9 


This hint was enough for Revel: 
running to Singleton, who was mak ing 
off as faſt as he could, and pulling him 
back again, he told him that his un- 
common ſhyneſs and reſerve had made 
him appear altogether ridiculous, and 
_ that nothing could reſtore him to their 
good opinion, but. his afting, like a 
UV man of ſpirit, ** Now after all, con- 
1 | -- tinued he, hat pleaſure can you 
We N i < receive 


The ener. i 
s receive from being ſo ſtrangely whim- 
„ fical; and what harm would it do 
«you to kiſs the girls a little? Poor 
« things? it might do them a great 
deal of good; and i it could not hurt 
* 7 in ben n ; 


« I tell you, replied Singleton, in 
a hurry of ſpirits, ſtruggling to get 
66 away from him, I hate kiſſing, ra 
bo l not bn fore by 9775 woman.“ 


N „Nl bir my dear friend, ſaĩd Re- 
vel; there is no fear of that; the 
4 woman is infinitely in the moſt dan- 

ger 1 Hogs two.” 


* 
* 
1 & 4 


AY Hs; 7 cried” he, ſtarting back, 
js not a man in danger from too 
« cloſe connection with 4 ininnite 
Sing, e: 893 08 

| PE z 


& Why 


— 
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« Why aye, replied Revel; if your 
* connections are very. cloſe indeed, 
*< ſomething may come of them, per- 
* haps, which you might as well be 
« without. Bad habits, and ſome- 
< times baſtards are peeping out, in 
« conſequence of ſuch connections.“ 


* Oh! horror! horror 8 


Singleton, ſtamping and ſtaring, as 


“e if he ſaw a thouſand infernal ſpirits— 
It is but too true—and yet”—added 


he, ; ſoftening his voice and yet you 


« who, pretend to be my TrFns * 


ſpade me to 


*] perſuade you to cloſe connec- 
tions? Not I, upon my honour: 1 
* ſhould never have thought of ſuch 
.* a thing, had you not mentioned it 7 
« yourſelf, I only ſpoke of kiſſing; 
but if you kiſs too cloſe, it is entirely 

| « your 
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< your own fault: 1 waſh my hands 


« of it.“ 


9 Diſtration! cried Singleton: let 
« me go; let me go, I tell you—l 


„ will not kiſs them at all: I hate, I 


e deteſt, I abhor kiſſing. The. ſight 
« of every woman is odious to me, 
« but their touch is abſolute poiſon.” 


The agonies which Singleton dif- 
covered during this ſhort converſation 
may better be 1magined than deſcribed: 


He bit his lips, rolled his eyes, ſtamped 


with his feet, and appeared like' a mad- 
man. His behaviour, indeed, was ſo 


frantic, that the females of the com- 


pany were frighted or affected to be 
ſo, and appeared quite willing to let 
him off. Lady Bell compared him 
to an over-drove ox, and declared her 
apprehenſions of being toſſed. | To 
diſpel thoſe apprehenſions, Revel ſaid, 

- _ - at 


N —— — — — — — — — —ê 
— - L — _ w — — — —— 


— l — — — 
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that as Mr. Singleton was not a mar- 
ried man, he could not be properly 
thought to have any horns, © But, 
if you have any ſuſpicions of that 
„kind, added he, you had better keep 
out of his way. I will not, there- - 
fore, detain him any longer.” 


Singleton, who had long wanted to 
be gone, and who began to be aſhamed 
of his ſtrugglings before the ladies, 
hurried out of the room. His retreat 
was-accompanied with the loudeſt peals 
of laughter from every body but Bon- 
Foy: he looked as if he thoroughly 
diſapproved their intemperate mirth, 
13 and afterwards told Revel, that he 
1 | . thought he played too much upon their 

| 


hoſpitable entertainer, who had always 
treated them in the moſt friendly man- 
ner. | | 


Revel. 


The L OC K E T. 191 
Revel, in anſwer, allowed that apo- 


logy' for Singleton, to be a juſt one; 


but alledged, in his own defence, that 
he thought he could not ſhew himſelf 
more his friend, than by endeavouring 
to make him ſenſible of the abſurdi- 
ties of his conduct. Being unac- 
quainted with the ſprings of it, con- 
tinued he, I am prevented from reaſon- 
ing with him about it; I, therefore, 
bave recourſe, to raillery, and ridicule 
in order to diveſt him of thoſe oddi- 
ties and particularities which render 
him leſs reſpectable than he would 
otherwiſe be on account of his many 
« yirtyes and good qualities,” 


Bonfoy ſhook. his head, and replied, 
* I ſhould have thought you had acted 
* in a more friendly manner, by en- 
< deavouring to reaſon with him, be- 
* * You; expoſed; him to the xridi- 
A cule 


4 4 


_—_— 


— 
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4 cule of the company. Few people 
cc ho cannot be made ſenſible of their 
<« failings by dint of argument, will 
be laughed out of them.“ 


Revel ſeemed inclined to diſpute this 
point with Bonfoy, but Mrs. Grace, 
who every hour began to diſcover a 
greater fondneſs, good-nature, and be- 
nevolence in the latter, ſided with him 
ſo warmly, that the former thought 
proper to be ſilent. | 


Bonfoy, by ſo earneſtly taking her 
| brother's part, recommended himſelf 
' ſo powerfully to Mrs. Grace, that ſhe 

became ſtill more affectionately attached 
to him, and only waited for his diſ- 
covering the ſame regard for her, in 
order to put him into the poſſeſſion 
of her perſon and fortune: not caring 
to make too free an offering of herſelf, 

| after 


. 
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after what her brother had ſaid to her; 
for whom, tho” ſhe frequently differed 
from him, ſhe had a great eſteem. 


Silt ſhocked by his refidtionis 
on what had paſſed, was apprehenſive 


that he had, in ſome meaſure, expoſed 


himſelf. Whenever he felt himſelf in 
ſuch a ſituation, he was always tor- 
"mented by his feelings—he was always 
ſorry for the ertors he committed, but he 
found it no ſmall matter to correct them. 
Qdten did he make every effort in his 


power to conquor follies which rendered 


him ridiculous, both in the eyes of others 


and his own; and the mortifying con- 


ſciouſneſs of thoſe follies made him the 
leſs diſpoſed to quarrel with the people 


who ſaw them, and excited mirth by 


the expoſure of them. Beſides, he was 
a man of ſo mild a temper that he was 


never long angry: he was indeed more 


frequently out of humour with himſelf 
Yor. Es, 6— TR 


194 The LOCKET. 


than with any body elle. | As this was 
his diſpoſition, he met Reyel with his 
uſual chearfulneſs and affability, after 
he had - exhibited him in ſo many ludi- 
crous lights, though he could not help 
liking Bonfoy beſt ; he had, in fact, 
liked him beſt — he was acquainted 


with that gentleman's intrinſic merit, 


and treated him with particular regard on 
the above mentioned occaſion. When 
Revel ſpoke of the vivacity of Mr. Sin- 
gleton's neighbours, and ſaid that they 
were fine girls, Bonfoy replied, that 
the perſon of a woman was of little 
conſequence, if her mind and manners 
were not amiable; adding that a romp, 
tho' a woman of faſhion, was an im- 
modeſt and diſguſting character. 5 


ER ens heartily joined i in theſe ſen- 
timents, and declared that women, at 
the very beſt, produced all our vexa- 
tions and misfortunes in this world, en- 

| tirely 
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| rirely from the extreme indelicacy of 
their behaviour. *Tis the wiſeſt Way, 
<« continued he, to have nothing to do 
« with them, and J am very glad to find 
“ that you (turning to Bonfoy) have 
«« ſenſe enough to ſee the danger of 
„ meddling with a ſex 10 deſtructive of 
« our peace, and to refrain from having 
8 any Smet with them.“ 3 

| HOT. * b 
Revel witiked Lid Bonfay, at th is 
compliment, and told him chat it would 
require-all his good ſenſe and forbear- 
ance to live unmoved, yuncenſured at 
f leaſt, in the ſame houſe 22 Mis. 
Malpas. r e 
p * PD you think. her 1 handſome, 
F then,” lajd he, TT iv falls 


00 Not 1 5 replied Revel, but when a 

« young fellow and a young wench are 
5 left by themſelves in a houſe together, 
| K 2 3 
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. I will not venture to anſwer for their 
4 « diſcretion.— It is opportunity which 
| "« makes the thief, you know.“ 


0 


"There Singleton fetched a 1 fgh— 

he almoſt groaned; then lifting up his 
hands and SYS» he muttered ſomething 
to himſclf, 


* 
te 


Dag el, nay oh at his inarticulate 
effuſions, haſtily cried out, in hopes of 
making ſome diſcoveries, Are you 


| « not. of my opinion, Bar, Your * 


— 2 — ——— 


wn — — k _ 
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ov > — wang my Eo — — — PAY ** s 
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He as haſtily anſwered, « am of 
* opinion that the man who truſts him- 
ſelf with a woman, 1s as much un- 
58 done to all intents and purpoſes, as 
00 if he was ſhot through the head. 
385 i « Nay, what is infinitely worſe, he 
: „may drag on a miſerable life for 

Gage conlderable length of time, 
5 and 


«c 
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and wiſh in n vain f for an end ro his 
wretchedneſs,” 1 8 18880 
ww” 3 muſt be very m treated 
indeed, Sir, ſaid Revel, to ſuffer ſo 
exceedingly by a ſex naturally modeſt 
and gentle. Women, it is generally 
ſaid, are the worſe for their commerce 
with men. When a girl by accident 


proves with child, ſhe is commonly 


exculpated from any guilt Me are 


(c 


the people loaded by the world with 
reproachful epithets We are the ſe- 
ducers— the wicked creatures, even 
when very probably we have been 
ourſelves ſeduced. Few women can 
be in a ſtate of pregnancy without 
their conſent, as there are few men 
inclined to commit rapes. There is 


ce not, indeed, much occaſion for com- 


cc 


* 


pulſive proceedings, the kind fair 
ones are ſufficiently conſiderate, they 
K 3 have 
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« have. very juſt ideas about our ne- 


CI ceſſities, and generouſly give what 


« we otherwiſe might be prompted to 


A take by violence.“ 


* Admirable !” exclaimed Singleton, 
advancing to him with a rapturous 


alacrity, while joy ſparkled in his eyes, 
© Excellently ſpoken Women are in- 


« deed alone to blame, and conſe- 
« quently, as I ſaid before, produce all 


«*qurevils ; and, therefore, continued 
> addrefling himfelf to Bonfoy, if 


« you have not quite loft your ſenſes, 
« you will not expoſe yourſelf to the 


* miſchiefs naturally to be expected 


te from your permitting a woman to 


ce I ve in the fame houſe with vou. 


0 Ay, ſaid Revel, with an affected 
0 ts: Fa you may as well * her 
"5 * hy in the ſame bed with you.” 5 


- Eo & Whether 


n - 
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« Whether you will or not, ſaid Single- 
ton, ſhe may find acceſs to it ſome 
* way or other,” 


 « Well bowled, cried Revel, think- 
* ing that he had almoſt arrived at the 
knowledge he had been wiſhing for, 
« you are right my friend—the fair ſex 
„ are curſed i impertinent; they will not 
& let us go quietly about our buſineſs; 
and if we are not ſo ready for chem 

Las they for us, they will change ſides, 
« and raviſh us. I declare I have been 
in ſuch perilous fituations in my time, 
and I dare ſay. your perſon has been 
attemꝑted by own yo forward 
0 veheh. 29 


* 


Not mine, I aſſure: you, i Site EN 
Singleton, drawing back haſtily and 
reſuming all his former reſerve, © No, 
IN added he, with a ſigh, I have never 
3» been converſant with any ſuch wanton 


K 4 _ «you 
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you are quite miſtaken, I can aſſure 
you, Mr. Revel—you are quite miſ 
© taken. But I will not talk any longer 
upon this confounded ſubject.” 


With theſe words, not delivered 
without much agitation, he quitted the 
room, and hurried into the garden. 
There he walked up and down, at a 
great rate, for ſome hours. 


Revel and Bonfoy were now more 
than ever unable to account for the ab- 
ſurdities of their hoſpitable friend. The 
latter, tho* attached to Singleton, in 
ſpight of his oddities, became deſirous 
of taking poſſeſſion of his new pur- 
chaſe, and preſſed the former to depart, 
though he ftill rallied him about his * 
lodger. 


To his lively companion's raillery 
Bonfoy made little or no anſwer, being 
really 
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really a good deal embaraſſed about the 
lady who had given riſe to it. He had 
alſo hoped that Singleton would have ac- 
companied him to his retreat, and ſtaid 
with him for ſome time, had not Mrs. 
Malpas been in the way. However, as 

be could not get rid of ber, he once 
more took leave of Mrs. Grace and her 


brother, notwithſtanding the efforts « of. 


them both to detain him. Mrs. Grace 


ſtill relied on the force of her charms, 
faded ; as they were, and flattered herſelf 


that time, though i it had tarniſhed her. 


beauty, would melt the heart of her fa- 


vourite to tenderneſs. 


When they arrived at the cottage 
Mrs. Malpas flew to meet them with ty 
the freedom of an old acquaintanice, 
welcomed them with undiſſembled joy, 
and ſaid to Bonfoy,* i in a ſoft langviſhing - 
tone, I thought you never intended 
M ip come again—l have been J lonely 

K 5. | « ſince. 
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640 ſince you. was here !—the og have 
60 Pele a . W + Wa 


. 


%% Tlave me 1 Frequenchy at 


« Mr. Weſt's ? ſaid he, and has not 
2698 Seen een to . e 


} 


wy No, +ephile ſhe, Fam no great goer 


« abroad, and Lucy Weſt has been 


an idle little pirl, as I tell her, when- 

Lever I {ce her. But now you are come 

< we ſhall paſs our time delightfully. 

- 1 wanted a friend t to alten, oy, Lell 
« tude. + r 141701 


Why it is not good ber mond to be 
« alone, ſaid Revel with an arch ſmile, 
an neither; and; indeed, I 


* onder, madam, that you, appear - 


ing to bea woman of the world,.: can 
e * ſo e 4 


7 — 0 
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e Oh! Sir, anſwered ſhe, with an 
affected figh, to me who have had ſo 
<« ſeyere a loſs, for 'Mr. Malpas was a 
< moſt deſirable companion, 1 ned 
and all its Joys are nothing.” 


«<Umph! faid Revel, clue, ; 
? « but you muft not give yourſelf up to 
4 deſpair, you are young, and your loſs 
js not irreparable. There are other men 
(looking at Bonfoy) who frowned, but 
* did nqt, with any other mark of diſap- 

4 probation. check the mirth of his 
6, friend) there are other men, madam, 
„who may ſupply. the place of Mr. 
<< Malpas. You. did not, I imagine, 
before you knew him believe that you 
** ould find him ſaevery way ne. 
n * Or ichen 11 2123 


4 
n * 2 N 1 
* 1 - 


\ "2+ 2 1 * 
S-4 & + 3\S 4 * * 4909 


4 Oh! I yes, bene ſhe, 1 was ſtruck 
* * the moment 1 ſet my eyes on Him; 
had 
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I had, indeed, a pre- ſentiment be- 
** fore I ever ſaw him that he would be 
< the maſter of 29 heart, and that 1 
mould maar the ſame ee 
= * his.” 


That is not to be diſputed, madam, 
« ſaid Revel, with a wink at Bonfoy, 
< where you place your N it n 
9 I be returned. ! 


* Do: you n think fo, replied ſhe, 7 
with a languiſhing air, a deep ſigh, 
tand a leer of invitation, Lord! well 
Al believe you are Lrrty good judge 
« of thoſe things, Mr. Revel; I am 
«« vaſtly happy at your coming iin 
Ichink we three ſhall enter into a very 
« ſtrict friendſhip. You read, no doubt, 
« or you could not think ſo juſtly as 
vou do; for my part, I am a prodi- 
8 Sious reader life would be an 2 
14 {us jut 


158.1 
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« Jute burthen without books there 
4 would de no —_— en them. | 


TIN * F 4. T7: 


« a not, "aid Revel, mk 
4 * what books do you prefer? OSD 


=y 
1 f 


1053 « Oh !,thoſe R518 productions of 
the imagination, which have been of 
“ late years ſo frequently publiſhed.— 
In ſuch works of fancy, founded on 
« facts, all ranks of people may read 
« what ids been, or may be their fate.” 


OY 1 Fr 


« 1 acids fubſcribe 3 to your | 
« affertion, madam, ſaid Revel, there 
are many romantic and unnatural in- 
« cidents crowded into books of this 
« kind, ſome of them the productions 
« of female p pens too, that I believe no 
human creature ever met with; and 
« indeed it is ſincerely to be wiſhed that 
they never may be met with.“ 

. « Well 
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1 Well now, there we differ, replied 
„ 66 ſhe, with a lively air; for I muſt own 
= e that I have been myſelf in ſome of 


< the ſituations mentioned by the writers 
« of narratives of this kind; 1 am, 
| therefore, aſſured that they are very 
+ i natural. To ſay truth, [ have found 
1 ein ſuch narratives the beſt conduct of 
8 re deice fi 


EDO 1 2007. En 
| ec Ted be very "bury, faid Revd, 
6 tO have a wife, liſter, or daughter 


« of mine follow the cromples of the 


z 


| + Anromes s generally extubited in ro- 
2 5 Gy Wat Ye 5 Jon ; 
. 
14 u. „How, fir 2—anfwered Ms. Malpas 
7 60 eagerly, can you poſſibly condemn 
1 cc the conduct of a Clariſſa Harlowe, 
11 * an Harriot Birop, 2218 a 
N « Weſtern?” , 
I = 4" 


Ha * . 0 Moſt 
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« Moſt ſurely, madam. — The frſt 
« of. your, admired females was greatly 
cc culpablein running away with a man 
of a known bad character, and. poſt 
6c tively refuſing to marry him after- 
« wards. The ' ſecond had a ſtrong 
mixture of the flirt and the prude in 
her, which rendered her conduct not 
perfectly conſiſtant with the purity of 
heart and ſimplicity of manners that 
e can alone make a woman really amia- 
ble. As for Miſs Weſtern, who is 
e not indeed in general conſidered as an 
<« exemplary, character, ſhe was highly 
<« cenſurable for her elopement from her, 
« father's houſe ; ſhe went, it is true, 
<« to the houſe 2 a near relation, but, 
ea perſon with whom it was by no 
<* means ſafe to truſt herſelf, and from 
whom the had a very narrow eſcape.” 
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Why ſurely, faid Mrs. Malpas, 
<< interrupting him, you cannot think 


as you talk: you cannot condemn 
characters which were drawn pur- 


< poſely for our imitation? Charac- 
« ters, which, had they appeared to 
„have no failings, would have been 
in che: 1 1 5 _ ee 2 


J '. 


* yay true; but a are there not wo- 
men with failings of a leſs alarming, 
<« Jeſs cenſurable nature, than thoſe 
already mentioned! ? It is from the 

« peruſal of ſtories which fill their 
e heads with improper ideas, that ſo 
" many women make undutiful davgh- 
« ters, and inconſtant + wives.“ 1 


— . * * 
N41 70 F wy 1 . 7 


7 Pieß me, Mx. Revell ee 
« the lady with uplifted hands and 
= 1 it poſſible that theſe can be 

r 
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ec your real ſentiments? Do you actu- 
ally imagine that any \ woman can be 
1 < the. worle for reading of novels? * 


« J * ſoppoſe, Tos EP he, 
« that no woman can be the better for 


** reading them.“ — "+ 


Well now! chat is 16 me aldeintty; 
« ing—l never ſhould have conceived 


< that you could have entertained ſuch 


« ſentiments: but before I go about 
to defend my favourite authors, let 
me hear Mr. Bonfoy's thoughts on 
this ſubject; if be ſides with you, 
** my taſk will be the harder to confute 
you both. However, I am deter- 
bs mined, to try, let what will be the 
. conſequence, Are you ſo violently 
« ſer againſt novels, fir, continued ſhe, 


<« addrefling herſelf to Bonfoy, , as Jour 
« friend here?” 


A great 


- 
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A great deal may be ſaid on both 
10 fi des, anſwered he. Novels, in my 
6c opinion have a good or evil tendency, 
according to the diſpoſitions of thoſe 
* who read them: and may if written 
in a chaſte ſtile, be of great ſervice; 
« eſpecially if there is a poetical juſtice | 
e preſerved in them. If the authors of 
* them make proper diſtinctions be- 
te tween wiſdom and folly, virtue and 
« yice, and throw their characters ju- 
«« diciouſly, marked into natural ſitua- 
« tions, their gctitious compoſitions 
& 5 I will yenture to affirin, be 

read by bath ſexes,” not only with 
* ſafety, but. with advantage. By read- 
« ing moral tales well-written, | in which 
& good and bad characters are properly 
0 contraſted and ſupported, the former 
may be invited ta diſtinguiſh them- 
« ſelves by laudable, and the latter 
may be deterred =O the commiſ- 
„ 
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& ſion of eriminal actions. Thoſe 
6 productions, however, calculated 
« chiefly for the diſcouragement of 
<* vices, the deterring ſcenes. may be 
drawn in fuch colours as to deſtroy 
the end propoſed by them, by in- 
<< flaming the imagination, rather than 
* mending the heart, No perſon, 
therefore, of a romantic, enthuſiaſtic 
& turn, as well as of an amorous com- 
e plection, ſhould read. books of this 
« kind, if they are in the ſlighteſt de- 
e gree inflammatory - for in ſuch books 
all the moral correctives in ſome 
© part of them are often inſufficient 
to counter-balance the ill effects ariſ- 
« ing from the looſe 88 in 
« the other. | 


Be 6.40 
" 


Well A Gt glad to bear you © wil 

& allow that people in love may be 
wy enthuf, Mien ſaid Mrs. Malpas: I am 

ok « ſure 


£3 


= 


| _ 
Ss - 
—— — . — r MS oa 
* f 
. — — m — 
3 *** — - Y 


212 The L O C Kk E T. 


% ſure thoſe who are void of enthu- 
6c ſiaſm cannot n love.“ 


«And 925 who are too enthuſiaſ- 
« tic, replied Revel, are beyond ex- 
15 preſſion ae 


„IH we are but 3 ſaid Mrs. 
« Malpas, it is no matter how ridi- 
" bulous we nate“, n 


* am not abhibus of being hap- 
* py upon thoſe terms, faid Bonfoy. 


No man ought to wiſh to be ſo— 


« By giving way to our particular 
e foibles, and giving a free indulgence 


eto all our humours, we not only 
“make ourſelves appear in a very con- 
« temptible light, but ſet a very bad 
„ example to others, whom we ſhould 
rather endeavour to improve than to 
MEL! corrupt. 
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corrupt. To return to novels. Too 
many of them are unfit for the pe- 
* rufal of the fair ſex, even when they 
are very (decently. written, eſpecially 
66 thoſe which tend to encourage a 
<© woman. to imagine that every man 
«< who. looks. at her is in love with 
5 her; or. to ſacrifice diſcretion, -filial 
« 1 and affection, nay virtue itſelf, 
== gratify an urgent inclination, 
« whether it be laudable or indefen- | 
« fible. Novels of this caſt are highly 
« pernicious, and ought never to be 
5 read. On the contrary, when a hiſ- 
« tory containing a ſeries of natural 
and intereſting events is offered to 
the public; an hiſtory, in which vice 
A and folly are deſervedly expoſed and 
6; as. deſervedly puniſhed, let the inci- 
2 dents be real or fictitious, I ſhould 
4 imagine it may not only afford a 
= great deal of entertainment to all 
18 4 ſorts 
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<-forts of people, but a great deal 
* of inſtruction at the fame time. 
Every bock by which the mind is 
* intocentiy amuſed, and agreeably 
„improved, is fit to be put into any 
hams; but I am fo far of Revel's 
'©. opinion, as to own that the majority 
f dove ſtories are very 1 improper 
«For readers of à romantic, an amo- 
U, or rener, an T deten Ge- 
Ws ond SOR 
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| Perhaps, you n me, ale Mrs. 


ee Malpas, 1 numder of fuch 
Mn» WI 18 


«ap an no n. e 
44 rephed Bonfoy with a ſmile; but if 
-66 you 'are conſcious of deſerving | a 
* place among them, T would adviſe 
you as a Friend to forbear looking 
25 into bocks wich can do you no 


777714 a. Ra 


r 2 * EY: 
10 good, but may do you ; a great deal 
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41 phony you, Ne 3 ſhe 
& With a ſigh and a look, which pro- 
*© nounced her guilty. ' Bonfoy then 
not chuſing to continue a converſation 
which might become too Particular, 
gave an immediate turn to it, Soon 


afterwards leaving the widew and his 


friend together, he went to give ſome 
directions about — n 5 bis 
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© Reva, ants had diſcovered che la- 
dy's foible at their firſt interview, and 
found that ſhe exactly atifverelt the 
deſeription Mr. Weft had given df 
her, imagined ſhe might contribute 
not a little to his amuſement during 

his ſtay at the cottage, was already | 
diverted with his friends warning her 
of 
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of the riſk ſhe ran by giving way to 

ſentiment and ſenſibility, two words 
which have been ſo hacked for theſe 
ten laſt years in novels, that the mean 
ing of them has been almoſt annihi- 
lated: they are in a manner rendered 
'uſeleſs; indeed, to every body but the 
"_ ſs, who repeats them, like 

a parrot; without underſtanding them; 
moſt frequently for want of ſomething 


elſe to ſay. This, however, was not 
Mrs. Malpas's caſe; if ſhe was un- 
acquainted with the meaning of words, 


ſhe was perfectly verſed with the mean- 
ing of things. She had, from a very 
early age, when other girls were amul- 
ing themſelves with their babies, ſpent 


all the hours unemployed for the im- 
provement of her educ ation, in reading 
moeſt of the. ſentimental novels ſhe could 
procure: and thoſe novels had ſuch an 
effect upon her imagination, naturally 


Warm 
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warm and fertile, upon a dj {poſition 
tender and amorous, that ſhe began to 
a: gut for lovers before the left her 
hanging ſleeves: : accordingly, ſhe made 
adyances, to Mr. Malpas: | for ſome 
time he diſtegarded them, as they came 
from, a mere. child, he, thought there 
muſt be A miſtake in them; but ſhe 
ſoon convinced. him chat ſhe thought 
herſelf woman enqugh fr expect tõ be 
addreſſed, with the moſt paſſionate ten- 
| derneſs. Di ̃ at fixſt, with a a. cha- 
racter out of the c mmon road,” and 
pleaſed, with ber perſon, for ſhe was 
tall of her age, and rather What Was 
pretty than otherwiſe; he fell in with 
Her deſigns, and trifled wich her fo Joag 
that ſhe fancied herſelf viglently in 
love with. him, ſhe. alſo. fangied . that 
ihe was ,, deſperately enamoured With 
ber. He would have convinced her 
effectually of her error by leaving her, 
„Vor. I. L. and 
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and breaking off all acquaintance with 
her; the young lady, however, parti- 
cularly bent upon keeping an admirer 
ſhe had taken ſo much pains to win, 
reproached him for being the moſt 
faithleſs of his ſex. Exceedingly 
amuſed by ſuch a charge from ſuch a 
girl, he burſt into a violent fit of laugh- 
ing, and as ſoon as he could compoſe 
his muſcles, told her that he had never 
entertained a ſingle thought of her: 
| adding, that he could not tell what ſhe 
meant Your head, child, muſt cer- 
« tainly be turned, continued he, or 

« you. could never have addreſſed your- 
« ſelf bes me in this extraordinary man- 
c ner.” This ſpeech made her re- 
double her reproaches: ſhe told him 
that if he really had no ſerious inten- 
tion, he ſhould not have 12815 her 
reaſon to think fo, 


«In 
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49 «In vain he aſſured her chat he 
C only meant to divert himſelf with 
« her, by talking to her in the way 
« that all men talk to the younger part 
« of her ſex: a fort 'of converſation, 
indeed, which he had believed her 
too young to comprehend.” . 


12680 
She fea him; i in 3 that he 
was under a very great miſtake 
« am not the child, added ſhe, you 
take me to be; I hope, and believe, 
know enough of the world to keep 
me from being either trifled with, or 
«© impoſed upon: and you will find 
« that I have friends ready to oblige 
A 125 to do me nn 


Such a menace as this was not likely 
to inſpire the man to whom it was di- 
rected with a tender paſſion: yet, ſo 

L2 unaccountable 
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unaccountable are the ſprings which 
move. the human mind, the very words 
that would have greatly: diſguſted ſome 
en, would have driven them for ever 


om her, only ſerved to enſure Malpas 
hers for the reſt of his life. He con- 


4 91 — 


feſſec that he was pleaſed with the 


childs ſpirit; and when that ſpirit be- 


gan to flag, it took a turn ſtill more 


favourable to her: for the fear of be- 


ing expoſed to the ſhame of a deſer- 


68 had ſuch an effect upon her, that 
it threw Fer into '@ dejected ſtate, and 
her deſeckion - the langrage of ro- 
manee, a tender melancholy, ſo fully 


perſuaded Mr. Matpas ſhe was pining 
herſelf to death with #' bopeleſs' paſſion 
for him, that he married her in a few 


9 weeks: - By- ſuch a proceeding, he con- 


vinced her ſne was right in her notions 
concerning love at firſt fight, and juſti- 


led her paaſeverance in in the purſuit of 


a man, 


* 
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2 man, who had, ſhe fancied, felt him- 
ſelf tenderly attached to her, and who, 
probably, would never have troubled 


himſelf about her, had ſhe not taken 


ſuch a method to attract his attention. 
From a. connexion of this ſort, from 
Jo ridiculous. an union, what happineſs 
could be expected. Mr. and Mrs. 
Malpas found themſelves in a ſhort 
time extremely deceived: a marriage 
without real inclination. on both ſides: 
is too often attended with. diſappoint-- 
ment: how natural is the conſequence ? 
diſcretion, indeed, will ſometimes fup- 
ply the place of affection, and a pru- 
dent couple may be happy without: 
feeling a grain of fondneſs for each. 
ether. This, however, is a poſitions 
to which none of your readers of mo- 
dern romances will give their aſſent. 
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Mr. and Ms. Malpas were, in in a 


very little time after their minds, 
no longer lovers; but they kept up a 
tolerable appearance' of happineſs, and 
that made the world ſuppoſe that they 
{till were mutually enamoured. Ap- 
pearatices are frequently deceitful, and 


thoſe who. pronounced this pair to be 


happy were exceedingly out in their 


reckoning. Mr. Malpas became very 
won weary of a woman for whom he 
never had the leaſt regard, and ſhe, as 

foon perceiving the true ſtate of his 
mind, on her account, made him fo. 
uneaſy by her complaints and upbraid- 


ings, that he determined to put an end 


ta his diſquict as ſoon as poſſible: 


he, accordingly, drank himſelf into a 


eonſumption, and by ſo doing, ſpeedily 
gave her an opportunity to look. out 


for another huſband. 


_ 
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Im ſearch of another huſband, Mrs. 
Malpas regulated her conduct exactly 
upon her firſt plan: the turned over 
alt the books which had been writes 

upon the ſubſeck in which ſhe was 
chiefly interefted; and out of the hun- 
dred volumes of adventures which ſhe 
had read, picked out thoſe incidents 
which were moſt agreeable to her o.] 
fancy, refolving to throw herſelf in 
the way of red with fimilar caſes. 
In conſequence "if this refolutiori, ſhe. 
was tranſported when ſhe heard that the 
_ Cottage was let to a genteel young 
fellow without any female belonging 
to him; and ſhe determined to keep 
her apartment there, in hopes of gain- 

ing a ſecond huſband. She alſo de- 
| termined to fall in love with him, is 
ſoon as he came, that ſhe might loſe 
no time; that ſhe might prevent his 
being attacked by any other woman, 
She 
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She ſaw, however, in a little while, that 
though ſhe was ſo well acquainted 
with books of adventures, and believed 
herſelf miſtreſs of every art of inſinua- 
tion, Bonfoy was not a man for her 
purpoſe: ſhe found herſelf utterly un- 
able to flatter him into a good opinion 
either of her charms, or his own | at- 
tractions: he ſoon appeared perfectly 
indifferent to her; but he always kept 
up a diſtant civility, which hindered 
her from finding fault with him, or 
coming to an eclairciſſement. After 
having, therefore, tried every method 
ſne had ever read of in the courſe of 
her ſtudies, ſhe was obliged to retire 
from the Feld, without having her 
<« brows crowned with * victorious 
«s wreaths.” 


Mes. 12 not being ſucceſsful 
in her operations againſt Bonfoy, made 
a regular 
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2 cles attack upon Revel, who had 
not appeared to her as a man ſo eaſily 
to be conquered by her as his friend. 
The livelineſs of his diſpoſition, and 


his turn for raillery, induced her to 


believe that it would not. be in her 
power to make him feel a ſerious paſ- 
fion for her. However, as he ſeemed 
to be much more. inclined than Bonfoy 


to trifle with her, and as ſhe recol- 


lected that ſhe began with Malpas, 
as ſhe remembered too that though ſhe 
met with many difficulties at firſt, ſhe 
conquered him at laſt, ſhe encouraged 
him to chat and toy with her, with a 
view of bringing him to marry her; 


though ſhe plainly ſaw that he was 


not to be treated in the ſame way as 
ſhe'did'Mr. Malpas, She töck xdiffe- 
rent road, therefore, in order to find 
a paſſage to his heart. Mr. Malpas 


had been alternately frighted, and wheed- 
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led into marriage, but as ſhe had no 
reaſon to imagine that Revel would 
be /o caught, ſhe turned over her books 


for a caſe in print. 
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